In loving memorycVestre Cemetery Copenhagen
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The names of 19 British soldiengpgaron an imposingmemorialin the VestreCemetery All haddied
between22 Decemberl918 andl3 Januar$919.Amongst heir numberwerea Canadian, an Indian and

an Australian from Tasmani@hey were all making their way home afteaving been helés prisoners of

war in Germany. After surviving their imprisonmenisivvery sad that their journey home ended in
Copenhagenthey did not get back to their loved ones. The circumstances with regard to why they were in
Denmark, what caused their deaths and the funeral ceremonies that hondbesd aredetailed below.

The Danish Scheme, devised by Captain Charles CabitydBxitish NavaAttachéin Copenhagenyas in

full swing. It was transporting British prisoners of war who had been held in German camps to the East of
the RiverElbe to Denmark for trarfisr to ships that would take them back to the UK. The Britisti Rross
commission in Copenhagen had set up an Ambulance section under the leadership of Professor Holger
Mygind which hired Danish doctors and nurses to attend to the sick and wounded on the ships. This
journey often involved a stay of about a week in Denmarka®ival in Copenhagen drhusthe men

would be taken to army camps whilst the majority of officers were accommodated in hotels.

Someof the men still needed treatment for their woun@dsd some were weak after years of
imprisonment.Givenprofessionatreatment, tender careandgood food andwith the joy of being free and

ontheir way home mosbf the menwould méke the journeysuccessfullySome were too weak to be taken

from the lazarets in Germanyhere the Red Crossentthem comforts A number & hospital ships were

sent to the Baltic to deal with the sick and transport them hofn@ YS RARY Qd YIF 1S Ad | yF
The main killeof most of the 19 eyprisoners of wawasthe Spanish fland itscomplicatiors. The flu was

spreading across theorld and its victimalsoincludedthe young, strong and well fetany Danes were
affectedand the hospitals and staff westretched to their limitA good number of powsuccumbedand

the hospitals in Copenhagen htamdeal with asuddeninflux ofseweral hundred foreign patientaho also

needed their care and attention.
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The first of the British pows who died in Denmark during the journey home was 27 year old William Thomas
Bateofthe5 dz] S 2 F lightMdaniry. Hef wa@siin the first group who dhaailed to Arhus and was

staying at the camp at Hald near Viborg. It was reported in the local newspaper that he was admitted to the
hospital in Viborg with gallstones. The young man died on 15 December, the same day as his comrades left
Denmark for thedst leg of their sea journey home. He was buried 4 days later at \tsretery

following a moving ceremonyuring whichthe vicar spoke of how sad it was that he should die on his way
home. William Bates was the only one of the British former prisew#io died during their stay at Hald.

2 AfE ALY ¢ KeamfddesHaldl G S Q&

Gibson, Church, Scott, Moffat and Holgate

omMm @SIFNI2fR W2aSLIK DAOA2YX MKT o0y 2S&a0G , 2N)] akKANB
of tuberculosis. He was a patient et Oresunds hospital together with another 47 British. Four days later,

on 26 December, Wiam Church died, 1 bn Queens (Royal West Surrey Regiment). Before the war he had
worked at a gas works. He had travelled from Warnemuiinde on the Cimbria, a DFEKislgipart in the

NELI GNAIF GA2y aO0OKSYS>: a2YS ¥S¢ RIea o0STF2NBO.HeKdzZNOK
was the first whalied of the Spanish flu and pneumonighe flu epidemigvhich in an odd waynay have

al PSR KA & TomEas ik tBa\RDyal GarfisenSAtillery, serving as a Signal linest8an. April

1918 he was due to leave forFrandeS f I G SNJ 2f R KA & 3INFXyRazy GKIFG KS
involved repairing broken signal wires under fire, and his trade known to take high casualties.

Contracting the flu he was hospitalised and was still in hospital when the Armistice was signed.

Bill and Tom Church
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26 year old Alexander Cole Scott, Royal Army Service Corps a sculptor from Belfastnhadheeeeserve
and was called up when war broke out on 4 August 19h¢.young married man was one of the first sent
abroad, on 10 (A#gust 1914, and he waaccording to a Red Cross camp transfertégten prisonefust a
few days lateon 26 August1914.{ O 2 Iadi @p of internment was Chemnita,Denmarkhe was

billeted at the camp at Greve. From here he was taken to the Garnisons hospital where he diedhon 27
December of pneumonia.

HMHS Formosat Frihavng dazzle paintedblue, green angellow

Another died the next day, this time on HMHS Formosa which was docked in Frihavn. HMHS Formosa, a
British hospital ship, arrived at Copenhagen for the first time on 23 November, before the former prisoners
of war had started their journeljome. It was the first British ship in Copenhagen since war had broken out
and theyhad an open day for interested visitoighe hospital ship had then sailed twice with patients

directly from Stettin to Leith, buafter 27Decembeiit stayed put in Frihavn. 25 yeald James Sewell

Moffat from the Canadian Infantry must have been one of the fodie taken on board on its returrfior

he died in their care of Spanish flu onR8cemberHe was aoung single farmer, son of a clergyman,

who had joined the army iWinnipeg on 2 December 1915. James Md@d o NB 0 KSNJ w2 6 SNI =
older,hadjoined up in May 1916He waskilled on the Western Front in April 1917 and was buried in

France. What a tragedy for their father, who must have been so glad that one s@uhaded the war

only to then lose him to influenzduring his homeward journey

28 year old William Arthur Holgate a farmer from Dockber, Sawley, died on 29 December. He was in 16 bn
2S5ali ,2N]aKANB wSIAYSyild ot NRyYy @n ¢ Bradiold Pasaf@uiedin 6y 0 ®
the autumn of 1914. "Pals" battalions were made up of men from the same district or workplace. It could

0S RS@gladrdAay3 G2 Iy FNBlI gKSy 2yS 2F (GKSasS LI faQ
families in a smiaarea lost family members and friend&/illiam had been fortunate in the support he had

received from his local community. Early in 1918 the people of Rimington, a rural village, had decided to

adopt a prisoner of war and there had been an excellentoasp to the appeal for the £2 13s which would

be required each month. Private Holgate was chosen and the people of Rimington received letters from
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him thanking them for adopting him and reassuring that the parcels had arrived safely. In his last letter
written about a week before his death William wrote most hopefully of his expected retigmeen

interned at Gustrow and travelled to Copenhagen on the Cimbria from Warnemiinde. He was transferred
straight from the ship to Oresunds hospital where also he dieSpanish flu and pneumonia.

Five had now died in Copenhagen; Gibson had already been dead over a week. Captain Andezvpew
himself who was nowvorkingwith the repatriation commissiorin a letter sent on 30 December to the
Danish CommitteeJ{stitsministeriets kontor for hjemsendelse af fremmede krigsfanger) askieel men
could beburiedin CopenhagenA decision was needed and given the number of men ill with influenza it
was probable that more would die in the coming days. Saturday danuary a ceremony was held for the
first five in theVestre cemeterghapel and they were subsequently buriedts precincts.

Lord Kilmarnock Major Hazard Captain Davidsen Mrs. Annie Mygind

Five white coffins covered with British flags stood in the chapel each with a gufimdr &fritish soldiers.
Wreaths lay on each coffibord Kilmarnockhe British Chargé d' Affairs, Major Hazaad ex pow now

acting assenior Britistofficer for the British soldiers in Denmark, Colonel Willemoes from Sandholm camp,
Captain Kihl, Captain Davidsendim officerfor the Danish and British authorities, Dr. Wirtzen and Mrs
Mygind from the British Red Crossmmissiorin Copenhagemere present. One hundred and fifritish
soldiers who were billeted at Sandhotramp alsattended the ceremony. Pastor Andreas Vangberg Storm
ministerfrom the Kastel churclperformed the service. Before the war he had oibeenthe vicar at the
Danish Seaméda / K dzNDK . | e e
His wife was English. Hialowed the
Englistburial service and spoke in
English. The first psalm was "Lead,
kindly light!" and then pastor Storm
aLkRr1Se® 1'S 6FasSR K
story that he from mount Nebo was
allowed to seento the Promised Land
which he would never enter. Another
psalm followed then the English
soldiers carried their comrades out of
0KS OKI LSt G2 11y
"Saul" played on the organ.
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Thema i NBIAYSY(iQad oFyR ¢ & thhDRadishygird aftoinguldR e G KS OKI |
LIN2E OSaaAzy G2 GKS 3INI O Svis playedThePDanisk lbiErstoBlaturs dagh bl € Y
British to carry the coffins. The weather was terribidth rain and windthe tall leaflesstrees whistingin

the storm over the soggy paths. Ttixe coffins were lowered into the graves by the English soldiers while

0KS oFyR LXF@8SR bbSINBNJYe D2R (2 (GdKSShod ¢KSy aSi
English and then in Danish. The band play#tk last post" and the Danish soldiéired an honorary salute

at the graveside.

The British soldiers then had to travel back to Sandhedmp, occasioning one of the few complaints made
regarding British soldiers whilst they were in DenmarkoupleoR | @& t F 6 SNJ al 22NJ | I T I N
received a complaint from a train passengamnoyed by the delay and overcrowding of a train that

afternoon caused by a number of British soldiers travelling on it. Arrangements had been made for the

British soldies to travel from Copenhagen on the 16.45 service which was to have had three extra carriages
attached for their use. However the cold and wet British soldidre had marched there from the

cemetery arrived at the station at 15.1Their accompanying oféic, Lt Ma@&\fine, asked the station

officials if the extra carriages could b#ached to the 15.21 service. The stationmasigreed to this

which thereby delayed causing some inconvenience tdanish civilian passenger

Fam snoalala Qaldatae wooo _1ia

Banks, Pooley,Murphy, Rayrer and Thompson

{SOSNI t RSIFGK&a 200d2NNBR 2y bS¢g , SHNRa 9SS Fyzy3ai
ship J.C. La Cour whilst it was sailing from Danzig to Leith. The ships on this route when passing
Copenhagen generally lay out in the Oudeick and received provisions on board. Passengers were not

allowed land leave in Copenhagen as it was feared they may be contagious, and anyway they were only
GKSNE FT2NJ I FS¢6 K2dzNBA® LG ¢la ot &SIENI2fR ¢K2YIl &
al yOKSaGiSNI FyR un @SINJ2ftR ! NIKdzNJt22ftS8S&8 FNRY GKS
Both had Spanish flu and Pooley suffered pneumonia too. They must have died while the ship was close to
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Copenhagen as the dead onboard ships were usuatigdat sea. J.C. La Cour was at the Outer dock on
1 January 1919 and the bodies were brought onto land. Here they lay next to 30 year old H. Murphy 2 bn

| ASKEFYR

[ AJK

LYFFEYGNE FyR on 8SINJ2fR CNBRSNA O]

Regiment). Both had died on 1 January 1919 of the Spanish flu, Murphy also with pneumonia and Rayner
with bronchitis. Rayner born in Croydon, had emigrated to Canada and worked as a moulder in a brass
foundry in Ontario. The day after, on 2 January, 28 péhmarried corporal Isaac Thompson of 6 bn
Machine Gun Corps died of pneumonia. He was being cared for on HMHS Formosa.

Arthur Pooley

Hard as it was for all the families to lose a loved one, Arthur

t22f S8Qa RSFHGK fSF¥d KAton. TREEG 2 F |
d42f RASNR&a Y2G0KSNJ £221SR I FGSNJ KAa
l 3y Sad ! NIKdzZNRE @2dzy3d gAFST | faz
shortly after the birth of their daughter and around the time Arthur

KFR 32yS G2 ¢ N | NI #faphlba alr¥ayl K S NJ
the6"WI ydzt NB GKFd KSNJ a2y KFR RASR
OdzZNASR G / 2LIyKI3ISyd [AFS OFyQi
never married and all contact with the authorities was complicated

by the fact that she was Miss andt Mrs. Pooley. In a letter to her

a2y Qa8 NBIAYSYyld aSyd 6AGK Fy | LILX A
SELX I Ay { K dzbut Kliss PboMy, yobéinganbiied but

that he was my son and that | have his child, as had it from birth,
whichisonlyadal OF 6S 2y S> yR GKIG L g1 a

:

Major Cunliffe and.ieutenant ColonélVith Britishsoldiers in Barfredshoj camp

The funeral fo thesefive men took place on danuary and in much better weather théme last funeals

three days earlier. Otherwise things were done more or ieshe same way. Around2 QOf 2 O1 wmnan
soldiers who were billeted at Barfredshoj camp and a half company from 23rd. Battalion with the band
from 1st. regiment arrivedor the service They stood to attention on each side of the gravel square outside
the chapel. Lord Kilmarnocklajor Hazard, Captain Kiihl, and Lieuten@nibnel With and Major Cunliffe,
Danish and British senior officers from Barfredshoj, attended. Pastor Storm froni Kasteh led the
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ceremony with the organist and boys choir from the English church St. ABaBsitish soldiers stood to
attention by each of the coffinthroughout the ceremony. Each coffin wesvered bya British flagand was
toppedwith two wreaths The organ played and the bdghoir sang with voices pure and hauntingly
beautiful. Pastor Storm spoke abotbw these fivehadfinally been released fronmprisonmentonly to
fall to the last foe: death, whilt still in a foreign countryalbeit a friendly one.He told tie soldierghat they
should take home with them a greeting to those who grieved oveffithee and tell them that their graves
would be cared for. The ceremony finished at the graveside with the band playing "Dejlig er Jorden”
followed by athreefold volley salute and a trumpeter played "The last pdst'sunshine the English and
Danish soldiers marched out of tikemeteryin silence. Out on the road the baptayed"Tipperary" and
the soldierssang along to the tune. Descriptionstbé funeralsappearedn newspapers and magazines,
but it is onlyin the report of thefuneral on 7 Januarhat photosareincluded.We can seérom these

LIK 2 (ihat@thers, young as well as olattended the ceremonyo honour these men who after fightin
for their countrywerey” aisee their homeland again.

Dimpsey, Papworth and Warren

The next funeral took placen the followingday, 8 January: this time for threeen. It was almost a copy of
the day before with Kilmarnock, Hazard, Kéhd Davidsen as representatives for the authorities and
senior military and with Pastor Storafficiating British soldiers from Sandholm camp and Danish soldiers
from 21st. Battalion with band attended.

Two of these men had died ddMHS Formosa 02 0 Kf R SQABY G 8Y LII A0t S&a¢ K2
war for more than four yearsVilliam George Dimpsey, 30 yeald, 1 bn Kings Royal Rifle Corps, died on 4
January 1919 of Spanish flu. He had been in the war from the begimaivigg beersent to France on 22
August 1914 anbeingtaken prisoner on 2 November 1914. The day after Fred Papworth died, 28 years
old, from 1bn Bedfordshire RegimenHe had arriveéh Franceon 16 Augusti914 Fred died of Spanish flu
and pneumonia. The third death was in the Epidehospital. Alfred Warren, 28 yearkl, had been a boat
builder before the waand servedvith 1bn East Surrey Regiment khiad been billeted at Greve camp
before being admitted to hospital, where he died of pneumonia on 6 January.
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Khan, Patience and Mudy

Severabther deaths occurred on 6 January, but fsameng SNBE Yy Q0 0 dzNA S Pnedaftiiedef mMm
causedextraconcern He was aMuslimand everyone wanted to ensure he was given an appropriate
funeral ceremony that was performed according to ta@kgion.Badahar Khan wasbout50 yeasold, an

Indian sepoy with 5 Scinde Rifles (Frontier Forceg tHed as a result of a heart condition on the hospital
ship HMHS Formosa. The British tried to get hold of a Muslim who could take care of theamgci#gals

such as washing the body, bawrere not successfuldvicewas sought from those who knew about Muslim
traditions and Captain Davidsen, who had lifedseveral years in Muslim countries in order to study their
culture, was close at hand. Itas found that according to the Koran it is not necessary to follow the normal
rituals for a Muslim who has died while travellidgbert Edward Patience alslied on 6 JanuaryHewasa
28year oldservingin the 2 bn Wiltshire Regiment. He had been baiéat Barfredshoj camp, but died at

the Garnison hospital of pneumonia.

Ernest Charles Moody died on 7 January. He was 24 years oldgseithh the 12 bn Australian Infantry.
Half of tHs battalion was from Tasmani&rnestandhis brother Williamwho was four years oldezame

from Sisters Creek, Tasmania amere in the same battaliarBothwere unmarried farm labourers who
hadjoined the army on 2 May 1916. They left Hobart on 8 August Sydney on 4 September 1916. They
were together througbut the war and were both taken prisonen 15 April 1917 at LangicourtThe frst
official newsthat they had been captured by the Germans came feofBerman list of prisoneated 2

June. A week later William sent a letsaying they wes not in Germany, butdhind the front line, &re

kept on very short rations and uncomfortable living conditibrihey were moved ta camp aLimburg
andthen, before 14Novemberl917they were movedo the stamlagerat Friedrichsfeld. The last camp
they were internedn was Rrchim from which thg could send bettenews ¢ L 'Y R2Ay 3 @SNE
way'. They were still together in Denmark, but things were not going well for them, both VaighilEpanish
flu in HMHS Formosa. William survived.

The funeral followed much theame pattern as the others. With Lord Kilmarnabisent the British

Legation was represented by another. Also present weagoMHazargdCaptain Davidsempastor Storm,

and theorganistandb2 @ 8 Q OK2ANJ FNRY {d® ! f 0 lcyndpandaDedistiaimy K & 2 f
band. Badahar Kh&ha (Q@vérddby/a British flag and with two wreaths remained outside the chapel

with an honourary guard of Danish soldiers wtiihe service took place in the chapel. The three coffins

(SN

R

were then carried in procesiy 6@ (GKS 9y3ftAakK YR 5FyAakK &az2f RASNA

/| K2LIAY Q& FdzySNIXf YINOK® ¢KS 9y3IfAaK a2t RASNERX t |
Khan was buried with his head facing Mecca. The choir boys sang "On theeRsimorning”. Pastor
Stormrecitedi KS HOoNR LJAFfY a¢CKS [2NR A& Y& aKSLKSNRT L
first chapter of the Koran, which is done at Muslim funerals. By doing so they assuroee neould be

2T FTSYRSRZI tnamet\sBditoese & ndthing iy tBe first chapter of the Koran which cannot be said
by a Christian pastor. The Danish guard of horiived a salute and "The last post" was played. William

Moody was probably ngpreseriatK A & 6 NP (0 K S NJ 9eNpx6dayihe dsitethdnyfaSddddivad ¢ K
told photos ofthe gravewould be sent to his family. William sailed with the hospital ship HMHS Formosa
which left Copenhagen on I&nuaryarriving inLeith onthe 18th. He was still not well and spent time at a
hospital in Englantdefore finally reacling Australia on 1 April.
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The national newspaper Politiken ran an article on the funeral of Badahardggesting thathe

authorities had managed to give a dignified funeral when the rites for a muslim funeralne¢known.

However, one angry letter wasmseto a Christian paperthe Kristelig Dagblad, in which the writer
adz33SaitSR 2FF¥SyO0S ¢gla GL1Sy 20SN) GKS OSNBY2yeé dzas
into the chapeland objected to a Bnish pastor having NE+F R FNBY (KS Y2Nly FSStAy
2yfe 2YAy2dza YR RAAGNBaaAy3as odzi 2FFSyargdsS FyR a

Ern andBill Moody

Back in Tasmania the Moody family, parents and 14 brothers and sisters, waitedv®ioh&rn and Bill.

The war was over, when would they be home? At the end of January the badmeviirnest had died at
CopenhageNBS I OKSR ¢l aYFYyAl ® ! Y2y (dK fFGSNIF £ SG3G§SNI F NN
RSGOFAf A 27F K SN leited®as wristenmyaSister\IHiHas a nurse on HMHS Formosa who

had looked after him. She was clearly moved, offering her heartfelt sympathy and expthatthey had

R2yS SOSNBOKAY3I LlaaAirofsS (2 &l 8 alihk SeditaktedmestT (KA a
and care that one could wish for. Ern had been their patientdardays together with his brother Bill who

lay in the next bed. Ern had been seriously ill with influenza, put up a good fight and had been conscious

until within an hour of his death of bronchial pneumonia. The brothers had often spoken and that last
FFOGSNy22y . Aff KIR 6SSy FoftS G2 0SS 2dzi 2F 60SR | yR
feelssurethaBh & G SNJ | | NNA & O2 Y FweNds She colilK Sisten Hagi2 Had hedelf bst &

brother in the Somme and both her father and sister to Spanish flu. Other pows had died of influenza and

in her opinion it was the lack of good food for so long that lessened their chances of pulboghhErn,
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she wrote, was to be buried in Copenhagen with full military honors. The letter was later printed in the
T I Y Adcat eviispapein Tasmania.

ILLUSTRERET TIDENDE

1 nogle britiske Kei der ikke wnaeda hjem 1 N
det hans Religion tilhrende Ceremoniel ikke kundo udfoldes, kom il at I |

lon sidste Retrwto ud over Gravene, medens Hovederun blottedes of
en, anabs Harsblardt ARGk, Jaues e Reae e e

Kelland, Sayce and Scott

The last three were buried on TJanuary. Pastor Storm led the cerem@syusual, but perhaps this funeral

may have touched him more than the others. He had visited one of the men several times while he was il
- and comforted him in his hopeless struggle against death. Lord

Kilmarnock, Major Hazard, Captain Kéhd Captain Daslsen, Danish

soldiers from 3rd and 4tMachine Gun Corpand some English

soldiers attended. A few were still in Copenhagen even though the

repatriation for the British was more or less finished. George H. Kelland

a 25 year oldrom 1 bn East Surrey Regint died on 10 January.eH

had been billeted at Barfredshoj camp and died of pneumonia in the

Garnisons hospital. The following day, at the same hospital another

died. It was John Sayee23 year oldactory workerserving with the 12

bn King (LiverpooRegiment). He had been billeted at Greve camp.

William Scott a 3year old from the same battalion, had also been
billeted at Greve camp and died at the Garnisons hospital. He died of
Spanish flu and pneumonia on 13 January. Although there were still a
few British patients left in the hospital Scott was the last Briton to die
during the repatriation journey home through Denmark following
imprisonment in Germany.

This bookmark made in silk in remembrance of William Scott was found
recently in ashoeboxih dza G NI f A 6@ KAA& &A&A0GSNID3
its severe state of disintegration it is possible to see a photo of William
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YR FTSSt a2YS$S 2F KAa FlrYAfedQa RA&AGNBaa G(GKIFIG GKAA

Danish soil.

Lord Kilmanock thanked, through the newspapetbe Danes for all theympathythey had showrat the
funerals, not least for the anonymous wreaths and flowers. Even before the last Briton was buried a
collection had been started for a monument. Contributi@mesild ke sent to Mrs. Nanni Jarl, married to Carl
Jarl, Professor Holger Mygind and Pastor Andreas Vangberg Storm. All three had been involved in British
Red Cross work in Copenhagen duringwlze years. Other committees also collected for monuments for

the five Belgianforty French andhirteen Italian former prisoners of war who also died in Denmark on

their way home.

The English soldiers gravesite was bought as a family plot and most of the soldiers were buried two to a
grave, double depth. Each of the mieers of war have their own headstones. A committee of ladies with
Mrs. Mygind as chairman collected funds for the maintenance of the graves. Money streamed in for the
monument which was to be a stylish memorial for the poor Tommies who died on Danisisoil

preparatory sketchwasmaddi KS f A GGt S GONHzYLISGSNE LI Fe@Ay3a biKS

dzy SAt SR o0& |1 ®obd ! yRSNESY G F OSNBY2ye (KFG (G221

used. The memorial consists of a standing @kelvith pointed top in Nexo sandstone on a three part
pedestal. The obelisk is decorated with a wreath in relief and a tablet in marble. Inscribed on the tablet is

¢¢2 (GKS Ff2NRB 2F D2R YR Ay f2@0Ay3a YSYRKNBI8I® (KS

on their journey home from captivity." The Commonwealth War Grave Commission wanted to remove the
monument in 1970's as it was badly in need of restoration. Fortunately the head of funeral services Erik
wkFyQa AyGSNBaild adedfor thiv@stzgtiRof the/mdnumént. || NN
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