The Copenhagen Bureau

revised 10.02.2016

In the autumn of 1916 the "British Red Cross Society and Order of St. John of Jerusalem in EBBR@nd"
opened a bureau in Copenhagétstask was very specific, to send white bread to British prisoners ofrwar
Germany and it was referred to as the Copenhagen Bureau.

The Germans had to provide food for thasoners of wargows) in their custodyjnternational agreements
stated thatthe amountofF 2 2 R A K2 dz R O2y F2 NI ( b redlitg $ )& MSnfar gypo& 2 f RA SN
consisted of black breakriegsbrot)and substitute coffee for breakfast, thin soup for lunch and black bread
again for dinner with a little herring, cheese or sausage occasiofialiyAllied blockade very quickly had an
effecton the amount of food available i@ermanyijt became very difficult for the Germans first and foremost
to provide food and calories enough for their own soldi€wilians had to cope as well they could and the
powswere the lowestpriority. Many of the powsdivedin miserable conditiongput into forced labour in mines

or near the frontlinewith inadequate accommodation, insufficient and poor quality food and usually without
medicalattention. At the endof the war Germany had taken 2.5 million prisonengproximately185,000 of

whom were BritishThat so mangurvived as well as they did was largely due to the food they were sent from
home and not least the bread they got from Copenhagen.

The first knowledge df Y | Y Q & braDd¢hiLgiealzjegto their fanty. They were not dead, and were out of
the fray of the battlefield for the duration. The joy was sdemperedby another concern, what was the
situation like for a prisoner of waW¥as it something you came home alive froiif®e next thought would be
what could the family do to improve the lives of their loved ones as long as the captivity |dsted parcels
could be sentinder the auspices of the Red Cross organisatiang by the autumn of 1914 many families
were doingso.

As the weeks went by, aritiwasacceped that the war would not end any time soon, groups were formed by
those interested irthe welfareof prisoners of warlt was often thewives and mothers of prisoners who,
together with officers' wives of their men's regimenho formed Care @mmittees.Other organisationsuch

as the postal workeranionlooked aftermen whoas civilians hadorked for the post officeSome
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organisationsfor example "the National Cyclists Unigtédopted" powswho were not associated with their
organisation Thesegroups could get approval to pack their own parcelparcels could be purchased at
authorized storeslt was expected thaall parcelanet the specified requirements regarding weight edad

were not used to smuggle compass or seskapeaids. The parcels were then shipped free via the British Red
Cross to Germany, where German Red Cross freighted them to the prisoners of war.

A RED LETTER DAY— OCCASIONALLY
PARCELS FQR PRISONERS FILTER THROUGN T THEM,

The parcels were sent individually to named prisoners of waregre paid for privately by either family,
regimentalCare Committee, or by others who had adopted that perdowasa financial burderfor a poor

family to payfor aweekly food parcel and marwere unable to do soEverything was sefinanced andyroups
spent considerable time and effort to collect morteyfund their activitiesThere were different rules for the
parcelsdepending on if the prisoner wasrating, officer or civilian powt was recognized thatie system

which haddeveloped ad hobad many shortcoming§-irstly you had to be known to teeprisoner of war and

be registered with the Red Cross as sudien you had to have family or a link with an organization that could
afford to send you parcels, or be adopted by someone willing to do so. Hovieyeu, were a wealthy officer
you could eceive many parcels from family and friends with all sorts of delicacies and Sewueral times

during the war the system was changeadimprovementswere madein the light of poblemswhichhad

arisen BASy Gdz t £ &8 AT GKS LI g @parcgls df Dot get Igst ohNliBeanvayg itiwaNdd Re | Y R
food in the parcels from England that the men survived.

Petty Officer APicton Warlow was captured in the first months of war and interned at Doberitz climpvife
Camilla sent him a parcel of midegleous goodd-e told her that what he was most pleased with was the
bread.What he wanted now was that she showdnd bread to hinon a weekly basjgnough to share with
his fellow prisonersThe enterprising MrRictonWarlow subsequently took the iitiative to the Bedford Bread
Fund, which raised money and sent bread to sailors interned in Gerrirs/was recognized aggood idea
and after some time she approached the British Red Cross and suggesyexstablish a way that all British
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prisonersof war in Germany coulde supplied withwhite bread, and not only those who had someone to
provide it. The bread would complement their food, either the miserable German pow diet or the food, mostly
canned that the luckiest pows received in parcels frétome.As well as th@risoners of war's digbeing

greatly improved in vitamins and calorjéswould also benefit them psychagically,being a taste of home and

an indication that the people at home had their interests at heart.

In April 1915, Lady GnaDuff, wife of the minister at the British
Legation in Switzerland, had established something similBeme,a
Bread Bureau, which sent white bread to British prisoners of war in
Germany and AustridVithin eighteenmonths they had gone from
sending bead to 3 men to sending bread, food and clothiog0,000
men on a weekly basi$he system was the same as with the parcels,
families or organizations commissioned and paid for each
prisoner.But there could be problems in obtaining flour in
Switzerlandand the war in southern Germany sometimes disturbed
supplies to the camps.

There were also problems with the bread sent from
Englandwhich rarely reached thprisonersin a
satisfactory conditionThe desire to establish another
Bread agency in a neutreountry grew, and there were
indications that Denmark could be a good chol@aring
the springof 1916, MrsPicton Warlow went, together
with Mr. Gee, to Copenhagen to investigate whether it
was a good place to establish another Bread Burgaey
hadan introduction to Mss Abrahamson, whimtroduced
them to her brother Martin Arnold Abrahamson. The
Abrahamsons were Banish / Dutch Jewish famiyho
had lived in London for many years, whéfartin and his
siblingswere born and raiseddAbrahamson hgled them

to explore the possibility and cost of producing bread in
CopenhagenThey also contaed the Danish Red Cross,
who had experience in the delivery of aid parcels to
prisoners of war and who would be responsible for the
shipment of bread from Copéragen.Mrs. Picton Warlow
and her companion returned to London, and nothing was
heard from them over the next few months.

Mrs. Camilla Picton Warlow with hehildren John Harold and Barbara,”‘ﬁ\/lay 1915.
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It was white bread the pows were to have, ancearan imagine that many Danes found it strange, maybe even
incomprehensibléhat so much trouble and expenseas being expended to send what they considered a

luxury item to all prisoners€specially during war! Danes grow up with rye bread as a lafsiod which they

believe to behealthy, filling and cheg@and which they actually think tastes godthite bread is for Sundays

and birthdaysWhat was wrong with the bread the pows were given in their ratichd®@ O2 dzf Ry Qi G KS
bread? They got krietprot just like everyone else in Germaiie original kriegsbrot recipe contained 20%

potato flouralong withrye flour, egg and coco®8yJanuary 1915 bread was rationgdBerlin, six months later

over all of Germanyand after the potato harvest faitl in 1916, alkinds of ingredients found their way into

the bread doughBut theLINJA & RverSidlEwvas not just to the kriegsbrot, Brisdo not eat rye bread no

matter how "delicious” it isNow they had to, and many were dependent on what littleytgot to surviveThe

British hated the black breadsthey called it, which also gave them stomach adhthey were lucky enough

to have received a parcel from home, they happily gave their German bread rations to others, especially to the
Russians wihwere hungry and liked the bread.
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How muchbread meanto prisoners of war can bgeen froma postcardsent bya prisoner of war in
Sennelager kamp D. Macdougall, Gordadighlandes, to his godmother in England, Mrs. Peal from Ealing,
dated2nd Febuoary 1916.

"Dear friend,

Still receiving parcel O.K. The cake is very nice, but if you do not think me ungrateful; | would deem it a favour if
you could let me have the bread you used to send, instead of the cake. | am still getting Mrs. Wallis' bread from
Switzerland, but most of us receiving it from there, would much sooner having a loaf from home. But we do not

like to complain in case they think us ungrateful. Am in good health and doing well.

C2dNB AY FYGAOALN GA2Y 06

He would rather have bread than cakand preferably from home.
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A few amusing examples of the oppogi@sitionexist.Dare Thomas Dinesen (Karen Blixen's brother) fought
in the "Royal Highlanders of Canada" in "Quebec regiment" for the Alleaglates in his book that his
battalion had noved 810 km forward and had taken many prisoners and giimy they sought in the
German trenches for souvenif8ut the only thing of interest | got hold of was a big, black loaf obrngad, -
rather clammy and sour, but delicious all the same afenionths of nothing but wheat bread. | toasted it
over a little fire, slice after slicehe others looking imisgust."After the war the Danish Nurse Cecilie Litken
travelled on a mission to Hungar$he took several loaves of rye bread with her ford&n use and "when |
soaked the bread in a little water first it tasted very good and was chewable." German prisoners of war in
England had enough food and did not need parcels from home to suRaweof their rations was the white
wheat-bread their Btish counterparts in Germany longed for. They for their part longed for black bread: white
bread gave them problems with dyspepsia and constipation.

Many good forces worked diligently on behalf of prisoners of war in EngBandt was amess;some got

nothing while others, a few, gohore than enoughEarly in 1915 a pow Relief Committee was established in

London to coordinate the work, but all the voluntary work was independent and the committee had no power

over them.It failed and was dissolved in Septber 19161t was replaced by "Central Prisoners of War

Committee of the British Red Cross and Order of St. JBRC HQ)romthat time all pow help relating to

food came under their umbrell&or the privates and civilian prisoners of war it meargtttheir nameswere

put2y + AAy3IfS fA&0Z YR AF (GKS@ RARYQiThdfewdssa FIl YAf &3X
different system for officers who were not expected to have trouble in that area.

Lady Paget, Carl Frederik Jarl and Andk&asgberg Storm
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During the late summer of 1916 it was decided in London to open a Bread Bureau in Copenhagen which was to
share the task witlBerneandstep inif and when there were problems with deliveries from thetady Paget,
known for her relief wek in Serbia anevife ofthe minister at the British Legation in Copenhagen, thairst
president of "the British Red Cross and Order of St. John" section in Copenhtegen.Abrahamson became

Vice PresidentMarcus Slade came from Englanda&e upthe post ofdirector and a board was formeaf
committed people living in Copenhagen, some with connections with EngModimer Egerton Kennedy
pastorof St. Albans, the English Church in CopenhageasBritish.Andreas Vangberg Storm, pastor at the

Kastel church had been pastor at the Darish A imadMA iRkNewcastle and his wife was Enghstbert

Erskine was British consul while Carl Frederik Jarl and Jens Olsen were Danish busin&sd fashbut not

least Mrs.Picton Warlow was on the Bah They would benefit from her experience and she would help get

the agency up and running. There was sympathy for the British in Copenhagen after the submarine E 13 was
torpedoed in August 1915 at SaltholFifteen submarinersaddiedandthe survivingcrew members were
detained in Denmark for the rest of the wdarhe incident touched people deeply in Denmark and a number of
Danes "adopted" prisoners of war and sent them letters and parcels, and now volunteertée Bread

Bureau.

Late summer was spé getting everything organized and the bureau openethnsmall businespremisesof

.t 20K g atT8lébdbdgadé 1Q and 2Bloch & Behrens was a wool merchaompany whicthad

recently taken on two new staffiens Olsen and Niels Peter Pederdmth extremely competent and
enterprisingmen. The war paralysed international trading, not least in wélthe siggesion of personnel at

the British Legation in Copenhagen, Pedersen travelled to London in 1914, as an expert to advise in the talks
regarding trade in raw textile materials in Scandinavia. A few weeks later the talks were dropped and Pedersen
travelled on to Bloch & Behrenstine U.S.A. In Denmark Jens Olsen managed to achieve a special
arrangement with the British government and Bla&lBehrens were able to handle all the raw wool they

wanted. That is until German unrestricted submarine warfare put an end to it. Work in the wool trade closed
R2¢6y YR LINBadzylofte a +y SEGSyaiazy 27T WshrgdBlotht a Sy Q3
& Behrens premises for the Bread Buredie was a member of the board and became responsible for the

daily shipment of parcelSeveral of Bloch & Behrens employees who had become unemployed were given
work for the bureauToldbodgade is verglose to the British Legation which wasBredegadeand the British

consul (and spy) Robert Erskine, who was also on the board also had his office in Toldbodgade at number 28.
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It is not knownwhich of the Copenhagen bakers baked tigte breadfor the prisonersBakerswvere provided
with the flour and fat hey needed an@n agreed amounivaspaidto them for every 100 kg of flour they

baked into breadWheat flour, fat, oil, coal for cooking and string and wire for the packaging was imported
from Enghnd. Freshfrom the ovenghe bread was transported in large trucks to Toldbodgade witeras
allowedto cool for 24 hoursEach loaf was then wrapped in pamdongwith a postcardor the recipientto
completeand send backThe postcardyave feedbackn the date of receipt and the condition of the bread.
Two loaves of bread were packed in a cardboard box and addressesptrdicprisoner.lt was noted in the
bureau card system who the bread was sent to and whange wagons freighted the parcels torthe Danish
Red CroséDRCparcel office and from theréhey weretransported to Germanyin February 1917 the Danish
Red Cross established a packing office for single parcels in Hyskenstraede and for collective shipments at
Raadhus pladsen 2, on premssowned by United Brewerie6.K S 5w/ Qa LJ O1 A
departments were led by Benny Dessau, manager of Tuborghied Executive

Officer CEQof United Breweriesand N.PPedersenPedersen)ens Olsen's partner
from Bloch and Behrenrsad returned toDenmarkand was now Secretary of the
DRCIt was the United Breweries wh financed the running of the Danish Red Cross
packing station whil¢he British Red Cross paid the cost of freight from Denmark to
Germany.

Benny Dessau

Marcus Warre Sladeassent from Ladonto bethe first director of theCopenhagetread bureauHe was a
lawyerwho had lived in Hong Kong feeventeernyears where he worked askangs CounseK@ in the
SupremeCourt.He was a highly respected citiz&édne of his brothers joined him lHong Kong, where they
both bought houses and lived with their English wivgsre alsaheir children were bornMarcus Slade moved
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with his family back to England in the spring of 198dth Marcus and his wife Isabella were of minor noble
families, boththeir grandfathers were baronet8/arcus' second brother was an Admiral and his sisteo had
trained as a doctor, was married to a Dutch m@me senses a family who were confident and accustomed to
being heard. The 4§earold Isabellaravelledwith her 51 year old husband Marcus to Copenhagen, where

she also was to work in the burealihey had 3 children 14, 12 and 10 who were probably at boarding school in
England.

With Mr. Sladeasthe daily general managéhe bureau was initially divided into twoain branches "Bread
and General Supply Department” and "Despatching and Transit Departrivinst Picton Warlow was in
charge of the firstbeingresponsilbe for the filescontaining prisoner of war details whigtere constantlyin
need of pdate. Thoseprisoners who had received bread from her Bedford Bread kuere transferred to the
Gopenhagerist. Onecard systentontainedthe men's names in alphabetical order, arrangedrder of their
regiment. The other card system also contairlieel men's nameg alphabeticalbrder butarrangedin order of
the campto whichthey werecurrently allocatedTo keep this information as up to date as possible staff in this
department werein daily contact with many different bodiefnformation from oth England and
Germanywas registered in the files arttle information forwardedto other interested partiesDaily lists were
madeup of who the bread was to be sent to the following daythat labelsand postcards wuld be ready for
the despatchof breadparcelsthe next day.Information fromthe returned postcards from powsallowed
prisoner details to be updated where necessary. They also proundeanation on how long the breadad
taken to reach its destination and its condition on arriveghé& comments were natd andacted onif

possible Mrs. Picton Warlow made a monthly reponthichwas sent taBRGHQin London.
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Jens Olsen and Mrs. Slaslgpervisedhe "Despatching and Transit Department." Mrs. Slade organized and had
charge of the mostly volunteer workfoe. In the first number ahagazingt + 2 NS 5 | Y &iNi#idiresty MM T
appeal for volunteers was made. It was suggested women who wanted to do something on behalf of

British prisoners of war auld bemost welcome. Theghould contact Director Slade byipne or meet up at

the premises in the morning. Jens Olsen led the "packing" department. Properly packed parcels of bread were
put on carts, taking them to the Danish Red Cross parcel department. The first shipment was sent on 15

October 1916adelivery of bread to the 3,500 names in the prisoner of war registére liswvas constantly

growing. Each prisoner was to be sent 4 ¥ pounds of bread each week. There was some debate in England that
3 parcels every 14 days were more appropriate, but this wasenttfsom Copenhagen.

Ruhleben, the campoused in thehorse racing track just outside Berlogntainedcivilian prisoners of war. It

held up to 5,000 men who had been interned at the beginning of the Waey wereBritishcitizenswho lived

in Germany owho happen to be in the country for some reason, on vacation, musicians on tour, students,
fishermen or sailors in the German port, etc. They felt hungry and missed white bread just like the military
prisoners of war. Early in March 1915 they receivedsa from the American ambassador in Berlilames

Watson GerardAt that timeAmerica washe protecting powerfor Britishinterests, includingpow issues.

While he was shown around his car stood just inside the fence. The back of the car was venddirty a
desperate man wrote "We want bread, Ruhleben". The black bread, whichwibieygiven they ate only of
necessity, and rations were hardly sufficient. No regiment sent them parcels, and those who had relatives in
England wrote asking for bread ahddit sent to them. Unfortunatelyn arrivalit was often mouldy They had
learnt that bread with currants kept best, but best of all was Veda bread, a "sweet malt bFeaddays after
DSNI NRQa @A&aAlG AYLINROSYSyda owmasBnlyYWwheR Be civitan prigoSers®2 2 R A
war were given bread frorBerneand Copenhagen that their bread situation improved. They found, however
that the bread fromBernewas hard and full of holes. Early in November 1916 Ruhleben got their first delivery
of bread from Copenhagen and it was said to be very good.

Nico JungmanrDutchborn butof British
nationality, wasinterned in RuhleberA
paintingof his entitled "The queue for bread
. from Denmark" andiated 5th December
1916is nowin the Imperial Wa Museum,
London.
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Many pows tried to escape. If they were captured alive, they were typically punished by imprisonment in
solitary confinement on "bread and water". Many suffered terribly during their punishment for their attempt

to escape. That rye bagl was the only food made the penalty even woisellowing aragreementmade in

1917 between the warring nations they wegéven in addition to breagda bow! of soup on the 4th and 8th

days and thenon everythird day. Canadian Private Mervin Simmongitia endure an almost unbearable
punishment for his second escape attempt. The only bright spot was one time when a new guard smuggled a
very large portion of soup, thick with meat and vegetables and half a loaf of white bread to him. The bread was
from Berne and the other half was given another prisoner. He hid the bread that he did not manage to eat for
later and in order to protect the guard. This compassionate deed was never forgotten by Simmons. Another
powwas captured as a result of white bredgadng U to an escape attempt the pows saved food from their
parcels as supplies for the journey. In James Gerard's book he tells of an escaped prisoner from Ruhleben who
had made some sandwiches with white bredtiese le sat and ate while he waited at thieilwaystation. The
Germantravellersaround him were curious and asked where he bathined thewhite bread, which they

could not buy. And thus he was exposed and recaptured.

It appears that the Copenhagen Bureau got off to a good dbattit very qucklyraninto problems of various

kinds.¢ 2 &0l NIl 6A0K (KSe& RARYQlO KI @S O2NNBOG fAada oAl
was only sent to Copenhagen once a week and it could take a fortnight to arhik@ughout the winter there

were problems in obtaining raw materials from England and it was almost impossible after February 1917 with
the start of theGerman unrestricted submarine warfare. The bureau had to borrow flour in Denmark to keep

the bread production running. Mr. Sladedparoblems managinthe Bread Bureau, maybe being an
SELISNASYOSR (2L t1 688N gl ayQid GKS Niadfeudd itliidulttd FA OF G A
work with him and in frustration sheeturnedto England in December. And it was not just;feventually

everyone refused to work under him. Members of the Board found him difficult too, and at last Lady Paget had

to write to London and explain the situation. Such a case was very difficult to handle, and they did what they
could to get Mr. anadMrs. Slade recalled to London without it resulting in hostility and gossip. Something must
KFEIgS 32yS o0FRf@ gNRBYy3I FT2NI KAY aAyoOoS KS Aa NBFSNNBR
reluctantly aftermaking disparaging comments abdiady Pageand the bureauo the bourgeoisie in

Copenhagen. In London, Mr. Slade, obviously still annoyed at being recalled, intrigued at headquarters trying to
make trouble for them back in Copenhagen.

The premises at Bloch & Behrens became too cramped andutfeau movedts operationto

Strandboulevarden 84 dhe New Year 1917t remainedat this addresgor the rest of the war. Jens Olsen and

half the staff from Bloch & Behrens moved with the bureau while the rest joined the Danish Red Cross parcels
officewith N.P. Pedersen. The new premises were a cryolite factory, Sound Chemical Factory, whereaC.F. Jarl,
member ofthe board of the BR{d Copenhagenwasthe director. Currently thesavere unused buildings, and

Mr. Jarl provided premises, heating anchtigg free of cost for the Bread Bureau.
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Martin Abrahamson with Arnold and Ettie

On 26 April 1917 Martin Abrahamson became CEO. He was 46 years old and part owner of an electrical
installation company, Tvermoes and Abrahamson. Abrahamson was martgdrna Hirschsprung and they

had two children, Arnold 12 and Ettie 8 years old. Family man though he was, they cannot have seen much of
him over the next few years. Abrahamson put his own company aside to spend half his time on the Bread
Bureau. With himN2 Y KA & O2 YLJ y @& I, higdecretafy M&s AgedGlilktad. Kl Yy R €
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There had been problems for some months getting parcels delivered in Germany. It was thought that only 1

out of 4 parcels arriveddpparentlythey disappearedh the German postaervice not in the camps. In March

1917 a complaint was sent through diplomatic channels. The German authorities suggested that a possible way
to alleviate the problem of thefts could be further packaging the parcels in sacks. C.F. Jarl from Sound Chemica
Factory which housethe Bread Bureau offered to deliver 1000 bags which would be used in a trial run. Again
GKAA ¢l ayQi éoAGK2dzi RATFTFAOMzZ GASad 5SYyYIN] tFO1SR at
would be returned, the Danish Governntemould not be willing to accept the experiment. The sacks were to

be filled at the bureau then sealed by the Danish Red Cross in their parcel office ready for shipment to

Germany. The parcels were first sent to the German Red Cross in Frankfurt befpreetteesent to camps.

There were other reasons for problems in the delivery of parcels, both food and bread, and these were at the
camps themselves. One persistenmour was thatthe French Government had smuggledhe parcels sent

to their prisoners ofvar, guidelines fothow those prisonersould poisorGermancrops and set fire to farm
buildings. It was said that they had also poisoned biscuits and chocolate, which the French prisoners of war
received in their parceld.he Germans issuednaarning notto let the prisoners of war touchr sow seeds and

the farmers were not allowed to eat chocolate and biscuits offered by the prisoners. Although the problems
originatedwith the French ihadserious consequences for British prisoners of war. Their paveete held

back or as can bgeen in the followingxcerpts, for some their bread was cut into pieces in a search for

poison.
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tiSd 9RGAY L 2dzy3d ¢ L 3I2i Yeé LI NOSt 6Stt dzyGAft GKS
until lescapedexcgp n LI NOSt a 2F [/ 2LISYKF3ASYy oNBFIR gKAOK I NNR

Qx¢

t iS® t SNO& bSFH{S £€2A0K NB3IFNR (2 GKS OoNBFIRX L GKAY]
much longer than the Danish bread. The Copenhagen is certagdyto eat, but if it gets knocked at the

corners at all it will go bad; thBernebread is not nearly so quickly affected. Really I think that instead of

sending bread out to the British it would be better, especially in the summer to adopt the Fregtblod and

aSYR 2dzi 0AaOdziGaaodg

t 0S® 2ATEALY 2Af0AaKANBE ¢! YRSNI GKS yS¢g aedaidsSYy L KI @S
between February and the day | escaped. The Copenhagen bread might have been good if the Germans had
not cut each loafinto 8JA SOS & d ¢

t iS® DS2NHS , 2dzy3 €¢KS /2LISYyKI3ASYy oNBSIFIR ABem®&@SNE 3J22
bread is much more suitable for prisoners as it arrives in a much better condition. All the men who were

getting Copenhagen bread have askedave it changed foBernebread. The Copenhagen bread is liable to

I NNA @S Y2dzZ Ré d¢

[ K/ LX & ! NIKdzZNJ CARf SNJ ¢éL 320 ONBIR FTNRY /2LISYyKI3ISy 4
May, after which it arrived bad. It only took 3 days to comébua G A f f | NNA PSR Y2dz Re ®¢

Thesdfive menwere all in working commaras in northwestern Germanyeach managed to escape in late

May 1917.In the reports they wrote back in England all thought that their parcels had arrived at their
stanmlager and a conscisuretention had taken place. Hitting tipws in this manner was also a way to
"stress" their supporters at home, and thus yet another front in the war. After some months, and complaints
through the Dutch minister, Holland had now becothe protecting pover for Britishinterests,the

distribution of the parcels slipped back to normal.

Some Germans found it a provocation that the British pows received so much bread and so many food parcels
from home. In Southern Jutland they became directly unpopular fat tason. People "knew" that they

received parcels with bread and that they discarded everything that was just a little mouldy. It angered the
locals, who would gladly have eaten it.
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The Danish Red Cross department for pow help grew irasizew initiativeswere taken on. In March 1917
Captain Axel Ramm traleed to Berlin, where he opened a Danish Red Cross offlce in Victoria Strasse Axel
Ramm had in 1916 been sent to Russia to inspect prison camps with German'/~# h
Austrian prisoners. Now his jamnsisted mainly of supervising the Russian
pows in Germany. With him, the British had a gaoldocateas he spokep
for prisoners of waof all nationalities In Denmark, the Bread Bureau had
particularly goodelationswith the Danish Red Cross, ishwas transporting
its parcels from Copenhagen to Germany. Dhecaualso had good relations
with the German Red Cross, who also had a branch in the city who helpedthe
German war prisoners in Russia. Martin Abrahamson got on very well with{th =
leader of theGerman Red Cross in Copenhagen, Dr. Schairer. He was
competent and extremely cooperativeshichgreaty benefitted the daily
practical work for both parties.

Axel Ramm and his wife GeoBerlin

In England they had started to evaluate the variousquer of war efforts, and it was decided to cldke

Bread Bureau in Copenhagen. They had had many difficulties to contend with, and the last reports were that
after the weather had become warmer the bread was mouldy and inedible when it arrived. Erogiggoplies

of biscuits were sent from headquarters in England to Copenhagen to remedy this. The bread was too
expensive compared to bread sent from England and Switzerland. Arguments against the bureau were
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manifold; from they spent too much money on tgtaphingtoi KS& 02 dzZ Ry Qi FA Yy RSoSy 2 dz3 K
the decisiorto close the bureau is perhaps understandaliiaesuggestedolution was to build a new bread

factory either in southern England or Holland. In June the messaegptedCopenhagen thiathey would close

on 15 July. The news was not well received. The Board met and decided to fgepthe Copenhagen Bread

Bureau open. Mr. Abrahamson had bdarchargefor less thartwo months, and there was still much that

could be done to rectifyhe problems Fromthe startin October 1916vith 3500 prisonersin June 1911hey

were sending bread to over 21,000. When the last shipment was sent on 15 July, they had 21,626 pows on

their list; but the bureau had to close.

The conclusions made in theport over the inquiry into the organization and methods of the Central Prisoners

of War Committee in July 1917 were very clear and quite damning. The Copenhagen Bread Bureau had in no

way lived up to what had been hoped for. It was worst of course fol.théh 3 2 Y SNBR 6K2 KI Ry Qi |
bread supplies they were desperate for. The failure of the director of the bureau to inform HQ in London of all

the difficulties they were battling against had delayed any alternative relief being dispatched. HQ ohehe ot

hand should have kept a better eye on the work being done in Copenhagen so they could have provided more
temporary assistance. It would in fact have been better to have carried on sending bread from England until

the Copenhagen Bread Bureau had proitedIf to be fully functional and able to cope with difficulties as they

arose. All in all they did not doubt the wisdom in the decision to close the Bureau.

By now Britistprisoners of war were used to getting parcels of bread, and althatsgirrivalcould be

irregular, and the bread could be bad, they could not do withituPetty Officer Hugh Hardy interned in

Dobertitz camp complained to his mother. She had already arranged that her son was receiving extra food

parcels from Denmark, in additontozhda S a KS aSy i FNRBY 9y3AflyR® b2g KS ¢
the problems in Copenhagen, and believed that the biscuit ration was not sufficient. His mother begged her
Danish contact to send her son white bread with the other good Danish food hélggh Hardy was one of

GKS fdzO0l1e 2ySad 2 KS{GKSNJI { hdcausedomast Agal 291 ADeimark itidduged G L
breadrationing. Bread cards were distributed with coupons for 8 kg. rye bread and 4 kg. white bread per

person per monthHowever, if yu could get flouyou could bake it yourself
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Abrahamson went to London well prepared to fight for the cad$mse who had worked for the Copenhagen
Bread Bureau harboured certain amount of resentment and hurt feelings that the decisealose the

bureau had been taken over their heads. They were not questioned about the problems and whether they
could sort them out. At headquarters, however, they held firm in their resolution; the Bureau in Copenhagen
was closed. Abrahamson had a langmorandum with him, which explained why it was a good idea that there
were two Bread Bureauwhich could complement each other and explaining all the many benefits there were
with having an agency in Copenhagen. The problem with the sheif lifee breal was thoughtto bedue to

the poor quality of flouwhichhadbeenreceived from Englandbrahamson agreed thahe telegraphhad

been usedn a wasteful mannefut suggested that with the use of codes they could reduce the costs by a
third. The problenof recruiting volunteers would be easierwdhat Mr. Slade was nlmngerin charge

I 0 NI} KI Y & 2afvaniagels weielmarg/fthey could import good quality flour and other goods from the
USA, they had very good contact with the prisoners of war thrdagh the Danish and German Red Cross,
whichBernehad not, and it was quicker and easier to get to Northern Germany from Denmark if it was
allocated as their special area.

The Central Committee listened to his argumeintafriendly manner butwasunyidding; the bureau was

closed and was not to be rested. Abrahamson turned up one last time at headquarters to say goodbye, and
those receiving hinfielt some relief that he had given udowever, le hadone last trick up his sleevele
announced that he &d an appointment the next day with a member of parliam@vP) He wouldorief the

MP about the closure of the Copenhagen Bureau with all the advantagesvitre being lost. These points
would then be raised in the House of Commons where the interedBsitéh prisoners of war were frequently
aired. It worked. After a few hours of further discussiadhe BRC decided the Copenhagen Bread Bureau could
reopen, subject to the approval tie War OfficeThe War Office had no objections.

Abrahamson spent gt over two months in London. He made arrangements for the best Canadian flour to be
shipped in Danish ships to CopenhagEne improved recipe was to contain two percéat and it was
thereforealso necessary to imposupplies of fafrom USA. Flour anf@dt were transported on the "ellig

Olav"a DFD%Sesselwhich sailednonthly between Copenhagen and New York. The Copenhagen Bureau
reopened and sent its first consignment of bread on 15 October 1917. During the first nad24arcels

each with 2 bred loaves weighing 2 1/4 pound were se¥itith 20,000 prisoners of war it took some weeks to
get up to speedWith Martin Abrahamson as director and good
ingredients the bread bureasettled down toa couple of quiet months.
Soon they were asked to perforatdditional tasks.

According to a Danish newspapeti KS DSNX Iy o6NBIR R
but is edible.
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When a prisoner of war was captured it would often take several weeks for the information to be received by

the BRC and disseminated to that part bétorganisation withwould send him regular food and clothing
parcelsAschemewas deviseds K SNEo6 & St OK ySg LINAa2ySN) g2dz2 R 6S adzL.
four weeks tatide them over until their own specifically addressed parcels would/arThe first of these four

weekly parcels could usually be supplied frome@dh YRI@ ¥ aii201 ® ¢KS GKNBS adzmaS]
were to be supplied by the Copenhagen bureau. This additional task obviously created a lot of extra work for
those volunieers working for the BRC in Copenhagen. The contents of these pavbéthincludedfood,

tobacco and personal hygiene items, were sent from Engliarneas Miss Julie Olsen, who was responsible for

"First capture parcels." T$53-yearold, unmarried Gpenhagenemas thesister of Jens Olseller English

must have been proficient ashehad runan "English Play Room" in the lodging house where she lived. Here a

small number of young girls and boys could learn English by singing and playing. Missu@idesven closed

her playroom for she had been active at the bureau since it opened in 1916. Skaovasfor her willingness

to work. TheCopenhagemureauwas commended for the worthey didwith the "First capture parcal" Two

thousand of the British fisoners taken during the battle @ambrai arrived ithe Minster camg at Christmas

1917. They received their first parcels from the reserves in the camp and a message was immediately sent off

to London. Copenhagen was told and within a whall despatchd to theseprisoners bread and themext

dfirst parcels fhey must have been extra busy at the bureau that Christiiass is alsoraexample of the

system, for once, working without problems

In the period beforeChristmas 1917 the staff the
Coperagenbread bureau placed Christmas greetinigp the
breadparcels A number of differenphotos of the agencwere
used on the front of the postcardmdeach hada handwritten
messagen the reverse;With our Best Wishes for Christmas
and the New Year'Copenhagen Bread Bureau, British Red
Crossl suggest that this action typifies the care and fellow
feeling the volunteers in Copenhagen had for the British
prisoners of war they were helping in such practical wiysas
indeed a personal message ofagbwishes for the recipients in
the coming year.
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