AWhile the kettle boils

Part 2 ¢ Between the armisticeand leaving Danholm
11 November 1918
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deposed all the Hun Officers, deputing Muller, Cantergeant to take charge! The soccer trial in the

afternoon resulted inadrawngarhied ¢ KA & gl & /I LIFAY 2Af{AyazyQa Syl
notes were a little more detailed. Sgt. Muller had not only been in charge of the canteen but also the

chickens.

Roll-callwas taken a#.30om by the Senior Feldwebel
20KSNBAAS 1Y 2 swho hadchadge of KNE ¢ |
bookstall and bread shopHe requested that all officers

should turn up on parade as previously and that no
demonstration be made. W&hould be released earliest
possiblé ® 2 f1Ay3 NRdzyR GKS OF YL
seen the former Commandant and other senior officers

ain civis, looking very miserable and frightened. They

: hadbeen dismountedf sword, arms, badges étclthe

inmates now fomer prisoners of warthen spentthe

rest of the afternoon getting all their remaining tins out

of the store.LieutenantColonel MossBlundelt took

overfrom ColoneHillas Senior British OfficeHe called

all the hut commanders together at 9 that evagiand

informed them &Commandant and adj. remained in

camp nominally in charge but witio power. Other
2FFTAOSNE HetodtiGuedH R y B&A MB KI a | €
been sent to Copenhagen to send a boat for us and they

will get us away earliest possible. Letters and parcels

gAftt 0SS RSt A AfhsSvire pizyolt By & 2 NB R
the guards at 10.30.

A 2 4 oA

668 SELISOGSR G2 tSIH@S G Fye GAYSE

It appears tlat there were some concerns initially about giving offence to the local populationtbece

terms for the armistice wiee known, andVitherington wroteon 12 Novembeti K lg@mesiand concerts
stopped.b SEG (G2 GKA& Sy MPrcandeliedakdthe RIeaDNeliindpds8drestriction

of activities ca havelastedonly a fewhoursasthe plannedrugby Y I G OK & L #obklplgcgat Jiithel f €
afternoon2 A G KSNAY3I(G2y FLIISEFNER (G2 KIFI @S 0SSy kygerhapkS y Sé
an example of how they discussed all possibiliteegetting things off to a good staim the new
circumstancesThey &en argwed about the advisability of putting on concerreviously they were only

1On photo Captain Arthur Simpsdtitherington is standing behinlddeutenant Colonel MosBlundell



allowed to have 25 spectators didsesporting activities whictook placeon the football fieldoutside the
barbedwire, now everyone who wanted could watch. Although they were asi@do cheet Entrance

was given tdhe Red CrossAnd the concerts continuetbo. However when tie planned sees of lectures

OFYS (2 Ity SyR ¢A it gdwth & keprésenhilivedyesndhantaNEBglaghnd thie

influence otthe Crowr€ no more were arrangedA memorial /thanksgiving service was held on the morning

of Friday 15 November. AccorditgdeRenzya F NIiAy Al 61 & 6Stft | B0D®OYRSR T2
menoutofatotalof 80O ® LG ¢ & & LuBlakd, the Bhdlish chiapfain of Bérlih also arrived
unexpectedly, so we had Holy Communion after the service & quite 200 pattéo

Rumour rarrife; they weretobedt S @Ay 3 FANRGEZ f1adX RANBOG o6& asl
There were lots of letters tgdWitherington received 11 on the 23 on 1% and 16 on 14! So many

letters were handed outhat de Reng Martin®, normally veryself-controlled, let loose in his diary about

0 KS D S Noranly their apper classes seem overbearing but also the ordinary lower middle and lower
classes. The veneer of civilitei&ilization with them is all very thin. Our interpreters here are an example:

for 2 days now letters have been given out uncensqrete man sayd K S N ¢hausand there in their

officec another says they are all given out. Food bribes are necessar2 3ISid 2y SQa  SaG 0 SN
German officers have tried to assure us that letters are given out without delay, but from the thousands

now being issued, it is evident that they lied. It seems to me that all Germans prefed Ralietls got

through. Wilkinsorwryly remarked at it being late in the ddgr hisparcel of shorthand and bookkeeping

books whilethere is nho doubt thaWitheringtoncould immediately put to use thievo parcelshe received

from Copenhagerwith 36 eggs50 cigarettes? pots butter, cheese, jam and sugar lumps

The church service oBundayl7" was conducted b2LtGlover, East Yorkshire Regnt and was

F OO02 NRA Y A (i 2 better seiiGeNiFaryeddi \Bhjle phdresiheré Df 2 3SNJ KR 0SSy I
November 191@&ndwas in the group of officers sent to Aachen for repatriatoarh subsequentlysent back

into Germanyto Danholmin August 1918. There was a football game in the afternoon Officers v.

Orderlies. Wilkinson played for tlafficers and somewhat peekeghotedin his diary that he was toléto

play the gamé 0 & | He thaugiR iSaNdboindtchbut the officersdid win by 2-1. Thefirst week of

peace came to end.

The men were now allowed to walk outside tharbedwire, except in a few specifiegreas during
daylight between 9 am and 4.30 pritalking more openly with the
Germarsit became cleato them>  {tériBle donditions of starvation
in Germang | Y R askeH I8/ yin interpreter for spare bread tickets
after he had seen British officelighting cigarettes with them they gave K&
him several.Witheringtonexchangedne of higinsfor a Stralsund b i
postcard from an interpretersenthis dirty hundry outto be washed
and in hishut they collected food for their guarBeldwebel Heidelburg
who wasleaving On Monday 18 Major Barton took surplus fooéfom :
the campto the hospital in Stralsundnd brought back with him a bottle &% ;
of brandy and a dog! Major Basil Barton

2 Chaplain Henry Morrison Williams
% Winifred de Reng Martin@handwritingwas soflowing that when a word endedingit looked like a dashA later
family anecdte wasthat d@This was thoulgt to be some ert of codeand none of herdtters weredelivered.



Another df on a mission of mercy wal year oldLt Chance, RAho many years later rememberédwWe

were told that there were some Russian officer prisoners locked up in an Asylum near Stralsund and | was
asked by our Senior Officer to accompany him on a visit arranged by our captomikisdpeak Russian, by

this time quite fluently. Our Senior Officer was taken into one of the wards and was told by the German
Superintendent that the Russianeho were in beds between two genuine mental cases, were suffering
from various kinds of menkd@lnesses. Following behind, | was able to converse with several of the Russians
- one of whom told me he had been sent to the Asylum as a punishment for having made several attempts
to escape. Poor fellowsve could do little to help them and one hesés to imagine what were their

ultimate fates, either in German hands or in the hands of the Bolshevicks if they got back t&Russia.

It appears that 20 November was a general holiday in Germany,
FOO2NRAY3I (2 2AGKSNRARYAG2¢rwacal NI AY
were handed out in the camt was also the dayhe pow library

closed’. It had been a great success witmembership of 1174, 250

of whom were orderliesMemberspaid ajoining fee and subscription

and out of the finafinancialbalance theibrary presented 157é&arks

to the Y.M.C.An appreciation for the many books they had given.

¢ KS f A0 NJ199E Englishp3212Ftedch and 372 Germare

distributed among the members of the libra®ne of these books, a

German dictionary, was taken home to ScotlandCaptain James

Christi€, Gordon HighlandersChristieshot in both right arm and leg

wastaken prisoneon 11 April 1918Years laterB (2 f RthéyA & a2y
GSNBY QG GF {A¥E NINER 2 ¥ SNA G xhygidhe i K S A N,
was about to be shot but, at the last moment, rifle pointing at his

head, a German officer pushed it asidé K NJA dubskgbedtmedical
treatment went well and they managed to save his, laighough he

was awaded a disability pension and his wound pained him the rest

of his life.

De Reng Martin turned once again to his diary to letféf (i S IM¥ssBlundell aTerfitorial] gunner took

over S.B.O. from Hill on the armistice being signed. He & Polldhwaags raising scares & both show very
unbalanced minds for military matters. Their first scare was over a plan to defend ourselves from our guards

if they turned on us! Then agiiaus to get away from here in a body by private arrangements instead of

thr2 dzZ3K GKS YNRARSIAYAYAAGSNAdzYQa 2FFAOS&AD b2g t2ffAd
younger so called officers frequently forgot that we are p. of w & were not only exorbitant but rude in their
demands to the Germans for privileges &tbkre are many cases here daily which show that officers cannot

0S YIRS Ay CINJASINI &S 2NEH gavaithd for ThalBogt fo Yame fonRa stow fdis

* Sir William Hugh Stobart Chance wrote his memoirs of being a pow in September 1970.
http://www.worcestershireregiment.com/wr.php?main=inc/whs chance 5
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Auf dem Trajekt von Riigen nach Stralsund

GTopholebeing out of wire agaig @

Two days later they woke to the firsthard flo§ o0 dzi GKA & RARY QG aid2Ll 2 AGKSNI
andwatching the train orthe ferry goingoverto Ruigen dTophole being out of wire aga@inBeadwas
issuedandletters and parcelsvere still arriving fotuckyindividuals Witheringtonreceiveds letters and 2

parcels, one with clothing includingoollen gloves for which the timing was perfe@&.cases of wine arrived

for Wilkinsor@roommate Southern and naturalthis wasshared withhisfriends.Major Norman Southern

MC, RFAa 34 yea old bachelorhad been taken prisoner 27 May 1983 profession a solicitor he topk

according to Wilkinsagt  LINR Y A y Sy @redtdirghNdientd y i K && KFR G yA3IKG Ay
Southernl LIJLJF NBdfearheE o1 & | oAt f A yENBEY] difhbidwedl W& 30¥0z3 GR @ VN
assumes about a world at peatele gave, like so many others, food from his parcels to guards he had
befriended to give to their children. Southern and his roommateS NSy Qi G KS 2yf & 2y Sa !
themselvesover abottle or two, in the next door roonmii K S & drén® Rine@nd were very rowdlyd ¢ K S &

had reason to celebratealthough they could hardly believe The news had spread that the first group

was to leave Danholm on 2 7ravelling from Sassnitz by boat. $iiatch was to be composed of 600

officers those captured before 27May 1918and the number made up of others in alphabetical order, and

150 orderliesRollcallwas cancelled henceforth.

The weather continuedrosty but sunny.Thelist of nameswasput upand, given their namesyeither
Witherington nor Wilkinson were on it wasunderstoodthat one should keepusy. Wilkinsorid a

sketch of Rugen whil/itheringtonexercisedat an outdoorP.T. class, with Lt. Brown as instructor.

Wilkinson gavehe concert a miss while Witherington thought it was a good show. Obviously in good spirits
he LJdzOxo tbully and biscuts & K S A NIwK@& lIGod their guardThe next day all spare foad

the camp was collected by@mmittee as journey rationis preparation for the 2% whileall spare biscuits
wentfor distribution to the most deserving in Stralsunlith departure close, the formalities cmplife
became even more relaxed, no guards were seen about at night, officers walked outside at all hours and
they were themselvesesponsibleor turning out their own lights atL1 pm.

“t2800FNR OdaNIiS&ae 2F /LWio® / KNAEGASQE FlYAf@&od
8According to his grandsoafter the wara solicitor in Newcastlblorman Southerit 3 @S KA &

GAYS FNBS
week and was one of the few solicitors in Newcastle that represented consciegtiou8 S Ol 2 NK ¢ ®



Hope of departing Danholm on Z7asted two daysand then theSassnitz orders were cancellétbwever

the 3 wagon loads of bread and biscuits were still sent to the needy of Stralsund. Only 60 boxes reached
their intendeddestination as &aungrymob helped themselves to the rewhilst the wagons were en

route. At the camp everyone received an emergency parcel in the afternoon. The weather was beastly cold
but walking around the islands had becompopularpastimeand it appears that more thaoneinmate
sketched the viewsChristie took a charming souvenirtbis day home with him, a watercoloof

Stralsundvhich had beemainted on cardboard, perhaps fromapardelS &1 &y QiTwaidK S I NI A a

cMBD%Q& |1 SGOKSa KI R 0 SSy.witedgonxof higletredaundrgzntkat thé céstof
3.25 narks.

°Ppainting curtesy of i ® / KNA adASQa Tl YAfe@
1% Not identified yet



In fact a groupf former pows wergickedup from Sassniton 27 November anthken to Copenhagen

These were the last 563 civiliamterneesfrom Ruhleberandseveral D0 soldiers from camps the
Brandenburgarea At Copenhagen theyere placedd i NI A 3 K (J.CR ¥/ 0 2 B NRE.BeihdyFR2 NUF T ¢
and sailedo Leith arriing on30™.

While some had expected the first departure to be cancelled, accepting that the repatriation of pows was a
largelogisticoperation that would takesome timeto be organizd, others felt a growing frustration over

the delay. DRenzya | NI AY Y2y A G2 NAyYy 3t HKSA NI aA & daf 14 2NN 1 Se #
O2yGNRf¢ 20SNJ GKS 020KS g NHzy GKS O YLbffoantheir G KAy 1
ownonDecBA F | NNJ y3ISYSyiad KI @S vy 2 icCdPglit vandashireT 2 NJ dza
Fusiliers a40 year oldvho had previouslyattempted to escape on the 130ctoberwhen K S gshofiat ¢

and caught. It appearsthat de RenzyMartin thought of hm as a trouble maker.

Lt. SharpRE on the other handnadehimselfuseful by mending the pump for the hot watex job well

done. It wasmuchappreciated that thebathswerey 2 @vorking splendidi§l y* Rot léathcbest in

Strdsund as worded by British orderlié limit to water and ho# What made the day even better for
Witherington was another parcelwith { 4§ S { YR {ARyS& LIASI ljdzr { SNI 21 {2
café au lait, tin choc, milk, tea, sugar, milk tabR2 ¢ y (1 NS S a Edf & pkiwleged fe@ &suprising
amountof effort was put irbehind the scenes. Director HoviuhddLINS & dzY' 6 f @ &l R2 LJGi SR¢
sent him parcels. His business premises lay tiezse ofthe Danish Red Cross@openhagernHehad

transferred 500 kr to a bank in Berlin payable to B¥eC office iBerlin One can imagine that Director

Hovlund has walked over to the DRC office in Copenhagen #oleitterthey sentto their office inBerlin

they required them help by sendgnthis money to Major F.R. Hill room 6 in barrack F, Danholm. Director
Hovlundwasapparentlyinsistent that theMajor received the amount as soon as possilflby the 46 year

old Major Hill MiddlesexRedgment needed so much money is a mystery, perhaps he had been unlucky in a
card game and the time had come to pay up!

2 AT 1 AYazyalYISYAWM2 vyl R & (perNdpsshR had eenibweSandij@ngdyiréthe fun.
Permission was given by written permits the men to visit Stralsund, at firac@mpared with a member

of the German camp personnel and later @mithout such attendance But it appears that, even though

they were warned both verbally and in writing on™ 27" and 29" Novemberthis pNA A f B@&8ly 6| & &
abused. The officers were particularly disorderly in the town of Stralsund, and this caused frequent
complaintsto the police authorities and the Council of Soldisent onto be addressedhy the camp
authorities.dThe officers godrunk, molested women, visited forbidden establishments, especially such as
employed female attendants, and gave offence to the public by consorting with loose wtmen

DeRenzyMartin was disgusted by thisehaviourdSeveral officers are bringing thame of the British

officer into disgrace now. Permits have been given for a few to go daily into the town with an interpreter.

Some have broken away from him & got drunk & other worse cimest KS 2 FFAOSNB ¢ SNB f
down in camp tooLt. Mallabar, mentioned already, was still getting drunk and Wilkinson described on the
28"t KS ONBoYyAYy3d AYOARSY(d 2F (KS RIé& 61 & (KSo a9y iSy
Turnbull went the honour of being cook, and he did us well withuses. After much wine, we were rather

1 gConheeny report



NEgREX YR ff aly3 I &az2y3a FNRY.THBKSs SINDY SH RS oByRE
singingmuch to poorde RenzyMartin® annoyanceiThe noise in our room or round it is terrible; orderlies
singing on one side & the kitchen opposite. Work at times is almost impassible

Owing to the officer@nisconduct there was lrief stop put tovisitsto Stralsund and walking outside the

camp limit However the next day permission was again given whera#made clear that they had to be

back in camp before daylat thelatest by 4.30A new umourgavethe date br the first depature to be

either the 8" or 8" Decemberand thatad . NA G K2 & LA G f & KA L) dreéguldishrth y 3 6 A
RusiAl G2 FAIKG . 2fd ¢SYLI O2YYA & DeReyziMariirgLt. Colikilly OS @ ¢ S
andCol.Sarsorgot leave to visit theemetery atStralsund on 28to make sure that a gravestone had

been put on PteHowel@ grave. Thee three knew how to behave themselves ameht oninto the town

sightseeing dPeople were quite quiet & looked slightly better fed than when | last saw them o#g atdh

they@A AAGSR { (® a tHeREn@iarti® KriidddKusualKodrnd® lig Howevethey went up

the tower, all 330 stepsand enjoyed thedfine viewe.

30" November- the first group leave Danholm

There was great excitement when it finally happened: 61 officers from theainelist were detailed to

go, within hourson 30 Novembed | v F2 NI dzy I (G St &. InformiétiorZi®nf @hier saigcés G KA &
providesthe names ofsome ofthese lucky fewthe first to berepatriated after the armistice from
Déanholm:officersLongland, Ritchie, Christie, Heelis and possiblgsh&l. Their repatriatiofourney is

describedin AppendixA. DeRenzya | NJi A y O 2TYies&SGeimariofficers cannot be trusted an inch.

They have now broken their promiséh&ve detailed 60 offrs to go off today and of course chosen all those

who should not have gone first. At the last minute they tried to send them off without their a/c books. They
prefer to lie rather than to tell the truth. All these young English ofi&enen will require v. careful

treatment in England. The offrs lose their headsr@don rumours of going off et& of course have v. little
discipline. The men also are inclined to be troublesome having seen all this breaking up of discipline in the
GeWly I N¥ed ¢KS DSN¥YIYy FR2G G2fR 1 Aff G2RIF& GKFG

2 postcarccurtesyRobert Sgirs Robertson archive.



pay'¢ And it must have felt very unfair thittwas officers who haionly been pows a few monthsuch as
2Lt. Cyril VictoLonglandtakenprisoneron 8 August 1918hat were the first to go!Perhaps the logic in
not taking 61 from the % name list is that this would have caused difficulties choosihigh of themwas

the most dentitleds to leavefirst.

It was a rainy day anfir those not leavingor home the good news was that a large humber of parcels had
turned up at the post office in Stralsunt officerswere detailed to ganto town to deal withwhat turned

out to beparcels consisting of 8000 loavalsbread This of coursevas a disappointment for those waiting

for parcels from homand Witherington not lacking in foodstuffs notedve could very well have done
withoutéthem. ¢ KS R @ Q& T NHza indeivars pithe lackSReadeshipdzy theFS8@ which

de RenzyMartin had already foreseerHs diary entry on 15 S O S Y Bh& Gidrndans sent off 60 officers to
{GSGGAY D | RAAILILRAYGSR 2y S MBuhdslIRayshe will motrgzny 2y S
more to uphold discipline! How skin deep onlgvier was inthe Terr & new Ariyé Ly | f I 4§ SNJ NB|
incident waskR S & O NIh@d&&dexs in the camp increased when the transfer of 600 officers, which had
been announced and arranged for, had suddenly to be postponed for a few days and 60 oersHfic

off instead. Repeated threats were uttered against the Camp Commandant Major von Buse, the Cashier,
Feldwebelleutnant Reichow, and Beamtenstellvertruter Hube, to the effect that they would be thrown into
the water after dark and that their namesauld be entered on the Black list. As a matter of fact Mr. Hube

did actually suffer repeated verbal abuse and personal injury at the hands of a British offic&r on 30
b2@SYo SR yiR§losember Brit officers attacked and badly mishandled-commnissioned off

named Hube. Other Germans in fear of their l¥esy R A (i dGermafdiicersehalztelfithreatened,

early in Decembetandsturmann Kraeft ha@hn encounter with several orderlies from Hut 4 who desired to

get to the town in spite of geated prohibitiod.*

On 2 December it was announceiParty 601off[icers]and 150 going 45" or 68". Reported % most likely
RFGS® [FYyRAY3I LI2IAQIK S Ndkf yE 3 (268 04D 2ol iRy RiSERs, hiest of season
including 2 sketches etc. National Anthem sung which Feldwebbel Harry Tate heartily joined in. News
received first party goes on Wednesday. All heavy luggage to be ready by tomorrow. Interpreters and

people in payffice éstruclke so volunteers working all night to have pay books ready tomorrow. Light out
YARYAIKiwWwEYT A al NIAy Syza2eéSR (i R&ygbddedbcefBere@BB6l X | a
people here with plenty of talent in singing, recitatiete. but most of them spoil it by vulgarity. There was

an officer in the hall drunk, before all the orderlies etc. M. Blundell & several others did not seem to think

Y dzOK ZFHe nektilayilad our lager money changed have 91.53 marks
still to be pad ¢ presumably in Englandl was given the whole of the Church
money 337marks which | must send to Y.M.C.A. The question of rate of exc
which we have been in Germany needs going into. | only got 25 marks for a
cheque the other day. | fear the pagster here, ROLCHOW by name, has beg
YIE1Ay3 KAa 7T 2Anihelzy$2 Riddhded dias mrzof the
evening this time withMajor NormanSouthern(the dreamer)erforming in a
small sketch

Major Southern

13 sConheayé report
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1912map of Danholm

4th Decemberd ! y2 i KSNJ 0 Sl aidfe RIedx ftAPSYSR 2yfte o6& I FAL

The departuradate for those on tte I name listwas now set for Saturday"7and so the waiting gameas

once agairon but withanendin sight The4™ Decembewas uneventfufor most of the inhabitant®f the

campl YR 2 A0KSNAyYy G2y | vy Rverdbkidf, thayyhad hofhihg to doavithNid trabbfell NA S &
DeRenzyMartin wasmore explicitof the evenin@ S @ & paitysof offrs committed more hooliganisms,
throwing all the sentry boxes in to the canal, tried to set fire to the gym & broke the head off the old

emperor (Frederick?) off the memaorial to those who fell in the 1866 &71 putting the head opposite the
O2YRGQa 2FFAOST Ifaz2 ol ménbiR&ypEtingiakpst inihe @aceSofithehdad.y | Y S
¢tKS aK22fA3Fyaé¢d NBalLRyairAoftS gSNBE a2 YRyabldRitKkS @& 2 dzy
Roberts, RE@vell-known forhis acting and entertaining in the camp theatteok part. In his memog he
describegheir actions with artistic license or perhaps not wanting to recognize the correct chronology of

the eventshe put the shooting episodédirst with their actions being a consequenceibf

oBut at night, in exasperation, we had a bit of a rodgluse, toppling the German serdppxes into the sea

and setting fire to one of the storehouses. Beemans telephoned for the town Fire Brigade. It was ferried
across, but took a long time, so thahen it arrived the fire had a nice grip. With a clanging of bells an old
fashioned brse-drawn vehicle galloped into the camp. At once the willing prisoners lent them a hand.

Before the firemen had time to jump down, the horses were unharnessed and lgdreat/éo be seen

again. Dozens of willing helpers rapidly lifted the equipment off theefigine; hoses were unrolled, to ron
SEA&GSYl KeéRNIyGasz YR (GKS FANBYSyQa | ESa RA&Ll LILIS
the place trying taeestablish order. When finally they got the hoses linked up, sonteh®und the

hydrantsand turned them off at the main. In the meantime some sportsmen had discovered a bucket of red
paint and poured it over the statue of von Kluck, which stood autkiel Kommandantur. Unfortunately,

this was discovered almost immediately, and for some reason enraged the Hun much more than anything



else we had done. They started gunning about the place and driving us into our barracks. It had become
extremely dangerasito put our heads out, so we called it a day. Order was restored and we carried on the

YVSEGU RIFEe a (K2dAK®Yy2GKAY3I KIFIR KIFLLSYSRDE

Pte. Joseph Garvexemember what happened too in his memo@®ne day they deliberately set fire to part

of the gymnasiumrang the fire alarm and when the fire brigade arrived, gave three ironic cheers and stood
by not raising a hand to putut the fire, which they had started, and while the Germans were working to

put it out they impudently unloosed the horses and put thertme shafts back to front, a crowning

humiliation which the Germans felt deepl@ne NG LJ2 NIi Ol Dedelber, iicame to a regular case

of arson at the camp. Thexerciseshed where wood for sale and large quantities of paper and cardboard
boxeswere stored was burnt. The fi@igade, which was samoned from the
town, was received with ironical laughter, and left amid wild yells emanatin
from the quarters of the orderlies. While the fire was being got under (cont
Landsturmann Drarger and @fierstellvertreter Grosse plainly saw how two
British officers in passing a heap of paper attempted to start another fire b
throwing a fuse on to i.

You could say this was part o€lain of eventsvhich thefollowing day
resultedin the death of a Btish officer and the wounding of anothgn Pte.
DI NS & (Al thé BuNLBfz& few stupid men carrying officer rantp

The gym today

152Lt. C.L. Roberts archivelieeds
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5th Decemberc two separate attacks on officers, 12 officers escagey R a-bf #2 RRR Y dzNR S NE

As a result of the disturbances the day before the Commandant had ordered extra sentries, buadhey

énot beengiven any special orders whatsoei@dnce again iisfrom deRenzyMartinQad RS G Af SR RA
entry we can followhis versiorof what happenedn 5" DecemberAbout 1.30pm Hill went to Moss

Blundell to urge him to keep discipline. Hill told me when he came back tBahdd at first considered all

these acts were a fair protest but had finally agreed to isttiet orders to fop all disorderly actghe

result was a very weak lett¢o [?] huts. The first two paras practically condone with previous acts of
indiscipline as a protest but the last para only forbids further indiscigliraam keeping this effusion! | got it
about6pm and Sarson, Hill & | agreealso Uttersor that we must persuade MNB to take up a stronger

line of action. | assembled room comdrs & gave strict orders that orders were to be obeyed & offrs must
behave as gentlemen, & not as Bolsheviks. At 8.30gamndhthat 2LT Conheeny RFC had been shot dead &
another officer wounded at the ferry by a German sentry at about 8pm. They had no right to be outside the
wire after darkg this disobedience of orders combined with the gradual growittisdipline of thecamp
culminating in the affair of last night, which naturally irritated the German soldiers, is the cause of this sad
SPSyildo 1Attt {INA2Y 9 L RSOARSR GKIFdG ¢S Ydzad &asSs
2 AGKSNAYy3AG2Yy ONRBGS Ay K88.30hE dhbts v Fearid fr&l. SerdnBat fergy 3 Q &
shot at officers at crossroads who were walking round the istama (an American, said to be influential)

killed instantaneously and another wounded through the leg. 4 officers swear no challengetbut se

declares he challengethat officers threw stoneg most inoffensive meg the wounded officer was

kneeling tending killed afivhen shot. Tremendousdignation. Sentry under arrest. A cold blooded

murderé The dead officer wagLt. Conheeny, andLt.J.C. Culvawvaswoundedin the leg

la AT (KA& g ayddl SyRMEAKYIFR NVRYS v 82 KSNI 2 FFAOSNI
representatives through MAbrahamson at Berlin, went off to Copenhagen or Sweden in a sailing boat. |
believeil KS& | Olidzl £ f & &Helgrduip &f R2 wangadelup of 4 d¥fideés from the Aachen
group, while of the other 8, oneasSouth Africapanother wasAustralianand2 had been involved in the
OF YL YI 3I T Ay SThéreé patridtiaizjodrrey2chrébe seen in AppendiBthis day of
tragedy, whilstWitherington andhisroommateswere tucked up in bed ready to fall asleapl11.3Q others
for some reasormr otherwere apparently outsideBad feeling and temperswvere running highdin
FRRAGAZ2Y G2 +t02@0S Fto2dzi mmdon [dd bl GKIY KIR
OKSad yR gta 2yfteée LINBGSYGSR FTNRY R2AY Bt Nathan)
Royal Warwicksre Regment, a22 year old_ondorer had been taken prisoner in May 1917. George
Samuel Montgomery Nathan, who later worked under cover for British Intelligence in Ireland and was killed
in the Spanish Civil War,tisought to have been homosexu#h. another incidenthe same eveningaptain
GassonNorthumberland Fubersdin a place where they were not forbidden to be and without warg)ing

also reported being similarly attacked.

o O
@ Yy

w
- <

What hadhappened?

Immediatelyafter the shootingncidentenquiries were made blgoth the British and Germans into what
had happenedandto determine if charges could be made against the German gwhaodhad killed 2Lt.
Conheeny27 yearold Gerald Conheenywhose father was a coal mindrad emigratedwith his famiy/
from Wiganto Newport, USAvhen he was 8It is noted on hisnedal card that hgoined the 6" Dragoon

16 Conheeny is spelt CoheeryolheenyConheeney in diverse documents.
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Guardsandserved in France from 15 September 19&er he was commissioned as2Lt.in the 1/5bn
YAY3IQa hgy w2el fHeasyakeh grisoSeNon &pkilA 218a8dyariived at Danholm from
Rastatton 29" July.2. Lt. Culver 1DEssexRegiment had been taken prisoner 21 March 1% arrived at
Danholma week lateron the 4 Augustrom Karlsruhe. 26 year old Joseph Cubamne from Plaistow and
had keen a printer before the waiThe two weregpresumablyroommates.

The Germans took action immediately after the shootiggngstatements from the sentry and the
German witnesses. Further intervielwg the German authoritiefok placeearlynext morning The site of
the shootingwasexaminedand orderswere given for an inquest to be held on Conheeny and for
proceedings for murder to be instituted agairise sentry At the same time . Col. MossBlundell
ordered a Court of Enquiry to collect evidermede up ofpresidentLt. Col. P.R.O.A. SimnexS.Q, 10"
West Yorkshire Ragent, and memberd.t. Col G.C.H. Twi€d,S.0.15" West Yorkshir&kegiment Captain
W.T. Cave 20LondonRegimentand Capt. & Adjt. Charles Gasson. They took statenfeststhe
woundedCulver and 8ritishwitnesses CaptainAndrew Scobie FindlaRAMC2Lt. Frederick William
Handley LamberSouth Staffordshire Regent, Lt. Edward Arthur Liste™ Yorkshire Régent, Lt. John
Handley RAF2Lt.John Victor BowrindRAF2Lt. Thomas Richard Vivian Hill, RECAlfred Halkyard 8"
Leicester Rament, and2Lt. Harold Ray Whiteman, RFEhey all told more or less the same story, with
only minor inconsistencies.

After the restrictions had been removetdhad been common practice for the officers to take a walk around
the islandbetween 8 and 9 in thevening. The sentries had always been well disposed and sdtien

G Ddzli Sy Theé&yiteghdd been calthat evening and after eating their meabficersfrom hut VI

had gone for a walk, Conheeny and Culver walking togeitigr Lister and Lambert walking 30 yards
behind them. The roadut of the campended at the ferryand wasout of bounds for thembut they could
branch offto the righton theroadthat circled back to the camfhe crime scene detailas shown on a
sketch made at the inquiry, drawn onto the Danholm natarifies where the involved were when the
shooting took place.

2. Lt. Culver statedWe left the camp by the big gate at the easid of Barrack VIII. This gate was wide

open and there was no sentry on it. \M®ceedecn to the road leading down to the ferry®2Lt.

Conheeney and | were in front. There were several officers walking up and down this road. We were both in
uniform. It was our intention to turn to the right into the road that leads round the island. On other
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occasions we have met a sentry somewhere near this road. On this occasion we met no sentry and missed
the turning in the dark. We must have gone a few yards béybe road junction because | could ke

light by the ferry. Almost immediately after | saw this light | heard a rifle shot. It came from the direction of

the ferry. There was no challenge whatever. | am absolutely certain of that. It was a fainligistill said

Gl Stft2 az2vyS2yS Aa FANARY3I ¢S KIFIR o0SGGSNI 32 o0F0O1¢ad
Ye 022Gt 0S¢ FTYR A0G2LIISRd L ¢Syid atz2¢fte 2y G261 NR
The first one hit Conheentyy R KS &dK2dzi SR 4L Y KAG W2Séaod L (dzNYS
The other shot hit me in the leg before | could move towards him. | saw the flash from the rifle. It came
apparently from the direction of the little house by the ferry. Ideln and crawled away shouting out to

GKS 20KSNER G/ 2yKES%ySe Aa KAG FyR a2 Y L

Captain Findlay R.A.M.€xplained in histatementthat he had been summoned by Lt. Cabknet a party
carrying an officer wearing a Britismiform and directed them ttake him into a room in Barrack VIII. |
examined him there and found he was dead. On information received | then went and examined another
British officer in the same barrack. This was Lt. Culver. He was wearing British ulniéenmad. that he was
suffering from a gunshot wound in the right thigh. The bullet had entered the inner part of the thigh, passed
right through just behind the faur and had come out on the outer side of the middle of the thighessed

the wound and returned to examiriee deadofficer. | recognized him a Lieut. Conheeny. | discovered a
gunshot wound in the upper part of the body. The bullet had entered behind the right shoulder and passing
through the upper part of the chest had made its exit behind the left shoulder. Deattevtamly due to

this gunshot wound.

Lt. JC. Culver was taken to lazaret Schlossgarten in Stralsund.

Further inquiriesvere made and evidence collecteder the next couple of day&Representatives of the
Netherland Legatiomeaded by Ridder von Rappaarrivedfrom Berlinon 9" anda report was made with
accounts of the incident given by bothe German sentry and the British. @6" December the indictment
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against the sentry had been formulated and the date for his public trial fixed to take gi&tealsund on
20" December.

The accused wdsandsturmmanrAlfred Kraft. Hehad been a guard at Danholm for over two years asd

he explainedhe had countless times been on duthere the incident took place, was thoroughly

acquainted with his dutieand on a former occasion had not fired on two officers attempting to escéfee.

hada couple of days previouslyadd y Sy O2 dzy G SNJ ¢ A @ng this thn@He Ndd endetl N9R S NI A S
actingin seltdefence The path totheferng I & dza SR o6& DSNXIYy 2FFAOSNA | yR
in any way shot blindly into the darkness. He stated that he had called out when recognizing them as British
officers and after the first large stone flew past his head had shot, then firedtietair to alarm the watch

and then fired a third time when he saw another of the officers bending down. He feared that other officers
would come round behind him and attadkreaeft was apparently shorsighted and according to his

superiors a very bad shiwho neverhit atarget. He had had never previously been punished.

The ferryman Gottschalk living in the house by the stone heap had been at home havingpeisveitip his
familywhen the shooting incidentoccurrdd ¢ KS@ KI R y2 i KSFHNR o0diiS | HdzZ KNSR
there was often shouting going on near the ferry and they would have taken no nGlickearing the

shots he went outside and spoke Kraeft. Kraefi I A R (1 2 Dnagindt@dng to fetimyself be

stoned to death ®wo ferrymen were transporting twd-eldwebel over to Stralsund when they heard shots

fired. They returned immediately to see what was going on. None of the four had heard the sentry calling

Gl 1t o0dzi ¢2dzZ Ry Qi KI @ Srowtg ahd splanth@df theinwditeiz 7 yiRK S y 2 A
because there was a high wind blowing.

Culver had admitted thhaving beerin a spot that was out of bounds even in daylighit by mistakeAll

were agreed that it had been very dark and only a few lights were lit, but whethadibeen windyr not,

whether the sentry had called andK S& KI Ry Qi K S| NaRnotkahdwhethlerlCnkegry (2 &
had bent down to tie his bootlace drent down picked up a stone and throwniere the points of

guestion.

It appears that the identity of the sentry was withheld from the British officers in Dandahingthe first

days after the shooting. The reason being thdiad obviously caused a great deal of unrest in the gamp

whichhadled to the assembly of crowdgith avery threateningattitude. SBALt. Col. MosS3lundellhad
described the sentry as murderer.

The camp authorities were concerned for the

al FShGe& 2 FTKraehwaSh grtedlar f A FS o
danger as he was the owner of a shop bearing

his name in oa of the most frequented

streets of Stralsund, antthe British officers

could easily have found his business

Postcard curtesy R. Spiers Robertson archive
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