British prisoners of war athe camp at

Gaardebyfield, Bajstrup, near Tinglevn 1915
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In April 191%he Sheffield Daily Telegraph révestory2 ¥ | f 2 O frométaryafioh indRGeimank ¥
prisoner of war camp. Was the lack of food in Germany really that bad? Qhiwasother of the
Germansliendish tireats put into effect that they would starve British prisoners of wétrreported that

Mrs. Hurt had received a letter from t@mmancder of the camp in which her husband had been interned
As t was written in German shéook it to the nearbysteelworks, Messrs. J.H. Andrew and, @oget it
translated It containedthe shocking news thater husbandCharles had died on Aprif'8This was the first
information she had received regarding his deatfas the news reliable or was it false information sent

out with a view to causing pain to the wives and mothers at heme

Mrs. Hurtcontactedthe War Officdor confirmation, which theyvere able to provideCharles Nelson Hurt
g | & y Coily BiitisHSprisoner of wato die that spring in that Germaoamp.He was one of ninetheir
gravescanstill be seen in the churchyard at Tinglaupwnnow on the Danish side of the border.

Hutbtaon &SEFNJ 2fR NATESYlYy KIR &agHhRABS Rndasaniafyrését st YA Yy 3 Q
when war broke outHe immediately left his job with Messrs. Longbottom, said a last farewell to his wife,
children and mother and travield to his regimei @epotat Winchester He was posted to the 1 battalion

(bn) andwas one of the first tdoe sent toFrance andeinvolved in encounters with the enemy. He was

injured in the shoulder and spent time in hospital. Back in the flioiethe was wounded agaiand taken

prisoner early in Novembeir914

Hundredsof Britishprisoners were takeduring thefirst days in NovembeiSomeof thoseFf NB Y (G KS YAY

Royal Rifle Corps have written about the harrowing jouricegwded irto cattle wagonsas they were

taken to the camp inGlstrow Mecklenburg At this timeGustrow amp held abouttwo thousandprisoners

of war, of various nationalitiesThemenwere accommodated in tentS heyslept on straw with one

blanket eachThetoilet facilitieswere very pooywith few water pumps anavorst of all, the men had

nothing to occupy themselve$he Germans wantedrigonersto work in the mines but none of thilaree

hundredBritish volunteered¢ KS T2 2R g1 a8 RNBIRTFdZ FyR GKSNBE gl ayQ
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margarine ad cigarettes could be bought at the canted@rhere were no facilities for washing and drying
clothes and few had more clothes than what they were wearing when captured.

In desperatiorCharles wrote to his wife on 17 Novembetis wound had healed bat lis@awful | tell you. |

FY FENRIKG 2y e LQY eahedalieidywgitien three YeSeis irid yid cafdgskir kol ¢ ®
be sent &ood parcelandhad had no reply at all. Fortunatetlye postl system started working and both

Charles™ wife anthother sent parcels with food to him almost weekly. He reminded tién2 y Qi F2 NA S (i
aSYR (KS LJI NDSt [Alhoudfiigdeht taredhadibéen tdkenitd adldreSsithie parcels

correctly they took a long time to reach the prisoners, by which tieecontents had decayed and were
inedibleon receipt Charles received only a few of the letters his wife wrote to him.

The joyhis wife feltof hearing from Charleshat he was alivavastemperedby the worry over what he

wrote. He reported that hey wee given bread once a day, but that was more or less it. There was never
enough to eat, he was always hungry and if his wife had nothing else she should send him dog biscuits.
Othersprisonersspeak of dog biscuits which they receivétleastthey were edble when they arrivedand
G SNBE Yz2al I OO0S Liidsawtuls they $oand toGsNilist aldly ungv@eétened biscuit. In a
letter sent laterCharlesmentions that his weight has gom®wn from 10 stone to 6. He was only 5ft. 3in.

tall but must sill havebecome very thin. Haad eversold his watch andther processionso buyfood.

Christmas 1914 must have been a sad affair for the prisoners ahv@iistrowcamp It waswidely

believedwhen the war broke out in Augudthat it would be over by hristmas that yeakKnowing that they

g2dzZ R NBOSAGS | [/ KNARaldYla 3IATE T NEMmUcK Be gifNdas/a0 S 4 a

small brasslecorativetin embossed with the silhouette of the 17 year old princess. The tins had differen

contents depending on whether one preferred tobacco, spices or sweets, and otherwise a pencil, a

Christmas card and a picture of Princess MankK S A YA GA Ll GA @S KI Rublc&ifpgrtedi KS  LIN

the idea and amppeal

raisedthe necessary

funding. Every person

/ﬁ’jzzfrw——' e 6SFNRY3 GKS YAy3c
: = - R on Christmas day 1914as

eligible; the troops on land

and at sea, the wounded in

hospital, the nurses at the

front and the war widows

had their present by

Christmas dayThe

PNA &2y SNE 2F 6 N

Mary Chistmas tirs were

set aside for them and &re

not sent out to theprisoner

of warcamps.

Harry Fowle® Princess Mary tin



Charles spent the freezing winter months in Gistrow and in his letters to his wife he described how bad it
glao LG o D2 RENNIVRE KSIF wR & aOf | YYSR (stverdsbrit 1 K | YR
warm clothes by theifamilies;we do not hear that Charles was so lucky. According to Mrs. Hurt Charles

had always been a healthy man and even with the information she got frondéseribing his situation she

YIe y2i FdzZfteée KIFI@S 6SSy ofS (2 AYlIIAySshats YdzOK
conditions becamenoretolerable. The prisoners moved into heated huts, they had beds with mattresses,
weekly baths and lé¢rs and parcels from home started to arrimere regularly Everything looked a little

brighter.

However the first group of British were moved out of the carap 20 February beingsent to thenorth.

After a breakfast of soup they left Glustrow at 4lie morning, travelled by train with a lunch break for
soup near Ubeck, to arrive at p.m.in the dark at place completely unknown to thenmel had arrived at
the prisoner of war camp on Gaardeby fieldthg villageBajstrup neathe town Tingleff. They were

divided into groups of 25 men with a NCO in charge to sha@mitory, eat together, parade together

etc. The wooden hutsach housed 50 men but theywere unfinished lacking bottroof and windows

Again the meal they were given for dinner theatening waghinsoupL & 61 ay Qi dzy GAf GKS
GKSe al g GKI G yethéeb Sirarodnd tNéScankplamyhex hey easily could have escaped.
Except as mentioned, they had no idea where they were or wheredbelyl run to. Barbed we was

rolled out and the huts were completetilore British arrived later in the week the snow and iceThree
hundred and seventRritishprisoners of waslep on straw onthe floor of these hutdor their first months

in this camp aBajstrup.



The fird three weeks in the camp were tough; not only was the camp not ready for them there was no food
either. The men who had already starved at Gustrow and had only just started getting food parcels from
home were to starve again. The fotltty were givercongsted of a loaf of bread soaked in a bucket of

g GSNI I a | tkéndy ShdnenNTheé unagidadieaddlt of this diet for thedleeady severely
undernourishednen came quicklyT he first to die, a 6 March was38 year old Samuel Johnson from

Grimsby, 1bnYAy 3 Q& w2eélf wAFES /2NlJad 1S 6l a 06dzNASR (g2
German military administration arranged for a special area in the cemetery to be used for this purpose. All
the prisoners of war who died at Bajstrup, Fehrand Russians too, were buried here.

¢KS 51 yAaK ySgaLll LISNI awAaAoS {GATFOiBNMakiRSYRSE o NRBdzIK

OA British prisoner of war from the prison camp at Bajstrup was buried in the churchyard at Tinglev on
Monday morning. The soldieaccording to the Flensborg Newspaper, died suddenly on Friday. Twenty of

his countrymen, amongst them a corporal and a sergeant, followed him to the grave. Six comrades carried
him on their shoulders, and a British corporal read a piece from the Neamilerg. A senior lieutenant

FNRY (GKS LINAaz2zy OFYL GKSY YIRS | &aK2NIl aLISSOK Ay
body was then laid in the grave, after which the corporal read another piece from the Bible. This ended the
ceremony andte prisoners of war were then escorted back to the prison camp by six soldiers. The church
bell rang for the deceased as was customary at a furéeral.
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The next British funeral took place 11 days later. 30 year old Thomas Wilding from BaboW,ALYy 3 Q a
RoyalRifle Corps died oh7 March. There were over 150 riflemen from KRRC in the camphaaaf them

have left records ofheir experiences as prisoners of war. Sergeant Thomas Painting had been lucky enough
to receive a parcel of warm clothes from hommeDecemberand had given his friend Thomas Wildang

vest. It was freezing cold, they were skin and bone, and one shared if a friend was suffering. It wagMilding
job on the 17", together with a comrade, to fetch the bucket with the bread gruel fiwa kitchen hut. But

his strength gavep and Wilding collapsed and died. He was buried two days later, put in a black coffin, in

IR
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comrades followedhe horse drawn cart with the coffin the Blémetresto Tinglev. Painting read the burial
serviceand surely they must have sung a hymn or two. He did so for the French and Russian dead too.

Funeralprocession from the camp at Gottingen

NeighbourofthS O YLJ KIFIR y20AO0SR (KIG GKS LINRA2YSNI 2F 41 |
H.P. Hanssemlocal Danish minded politician who sat in the German Reichtag. He wrote in his diary in
Berlinon1i8a I NOK wmpmMp a¢ KS 02 YL} | Reydfartunate Ristriers of & inth&lBS | G Y S
prisoner of war camps at Bajstrup and Logum Kloster are getting stronger. The prisoners at Bajstrup, mostly
British and French, suffer greatly of the coldeTood is wretched. It consists mostly of turnips and rotte

potatoes. They are visibly distressed and according to Mr. M. Andersen who has looked into the matter
a2YS RSIGK&a KI @S | £t NSFR&8 200d2NNBER®¢E | S (
requested to takeup theaffair andif possiblemitigate these poor prisaersliving

conditions. | have made sure that, the first given opportunity the matter will be
RAaOdzaaSR Ay GKS CAYylFyOS /2YYAUGSSde

A typhus epidemic had broken out in several prisoner of war caangbsthere was
concern that it should happen in Bajstrign. Luckily they were spared. In Logum
Kloster less tharthirty kilometresto the west,seventy oneprisoners of war and a
German doctor died of typhus that spring.

H.P. Hanssen

The men were now given more food. Whether H.P. Hanssen can be thanketl forR2 y Qi {1y 263> 06 d;
Attt 2F LR2N ljdz2rftAde YR GKSNB 41 ayQi Syz2daAakK 27
thin soup made of turnip with some dried peas for lunch and gruel for dinner. The toilet facilities were still

bad andthe washingof clotheswasimpossiblew2 Ky . N} R&3 Yww/ 3 RS&aONARO6SR (K
fFONRYS g1 a aArAyYLIXe F o0FNI2@SNI I K2fS Ay GKS 3INERdzy
KSIFRa I yR Niwas unierstandad|&that rdore dihs occurred. On 30 March 35 year old

Irvine Bensorlied. He wasalso aKRR@ifleman. William Meredith, Zon RoyaMWamwickshire regiment
RSAONAOSR AlG Ay (GKAa gle& aYSy 320G 6SFE{TSNIIFYR 6SI
Bens¢y 61 a&a 2yS 2F {KS¥Aprd. THe Surthnhaa dieb aizbl8pi8 Was 20yyear old

William Hambleton, serving with the Royal Scots Fusiliers. He was buried two days later.
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The next evening, at 8.20 @&April another died. His story has already been

told, it was rifleman Charles Hurt. He was not to return home to Sheffield to wife

Annie, now a widow at%, and their children, little 5 year old Annie and Charles

Nelson who would be 3 in June. Chatkesther Harriet, who lived with them,

wasnow grieving for onelost son andearful for herthree others. Bertwho

senedwith the West Yorki A N5 NBX3IAYSy (i 6¢KSvags NAyOS 2
: already invalided home, Laureneas withthe same regimenat the front and

the youngesti8 yearold A Ry S& KI R 2sAmnyaddwayprepairig SyedvIPlarriet had been

a widow forseventeeryears and so knew what it was likelie a single parent. Hopefully she supported

Annie in this difficult time and with the prdcalities such as contact with the authorities. Unfortunately the

documents in the archives relevant to Charles death are damaged. The letter in German does not appear to

have survived. Such a shame as it must have been very unusual to get a letter ér@Qurtimandant

himselfsentto the prisone@ home.

>
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the men called a pig, but from the next in command. Before the war he haoi
been a shipping merchaim Hamburg. He treated the Britigirisoners with
NBaLISOlzx G221 | LISNAR2YlFf Ay(iSNBai
ISy it SYySyé¢ sKSy (KSé& alfdziSRZ I yR
meant it. All thought him a real gentleman atfthe wasthe author of the
letter received by Mrs Hit then it was sent with respectful intentions. But
onecanunderstand the uneasiness and douwhith regardto all news,as Pre. C. Hurt, 1st King’

®
i i i Royal Rifies, of 85, Mount
sometimes it turned out incorrect. gl -ver e ooy

. He was a prisoner
fa ' Gerinahy, wiots home
frequently for food, said he
was starvieg and Jesing
weight every day, and js

r.ew reported deed,
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About the same time Mrs. Christina Hamilton received intimation from the War Office thabhdrad

diedon 5April at Gustrow camp. The 23 year old John Hamilton from Glasgow served with the Royal Scots
CdzaAft ASNE YR KFER 0SSy | LINRA2YSNI 2F 46N aAyOS hoO
a postcard, handritten by the same @n at the end of Jund915 Probably a long time being delivered,
K2¢gSOSNJ aleAay3a KS sl1a artAaAdsS FyR gStté FyRuKIR 085
KFR 06SSYy YIRS gAGK (GKS @2dzy3 YSyQa yIYSa Il YAtlz2y
Hambletonactuallydyingon 5 April. John got home to his mother but not until the end of December 1918

being repatriated via Copenhagen.

The fifth and last KRRC rifleman to die at Tingleff was 36 year old John Murphy from Liverpool who died on
15Aprf @ 1S 61 a 0dzNASR (KS ySEG RIFI&d 5dzy Oty 21 f1SNE
RASR 2y Mo ! LINAtf® IS gl a 0dz2NASR G¢g2 RIFea fIF0SN® D
died on 24 April. He was the only one of the nine 8ri LINA &2y SNAR 2F 6 NJ 6 K2 RAR)
g2NRax -WRIFNIAISKVM2Y YR I oNR]SY KSENIED ! OO2NRAY I |
year old from Hornsey. It was a disease in his throat that killed him.
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The lasto die was Lance Corporal Fred Harrisbtthe Loyal North Lancashire Regiment. The 37 year old
OFYS FNRBY . NIRT2NR® | A4 NBIFf yFIYS g1 & | 2tRag2NlIK
seen in the war, where young boys not old enough joinpdvith a false identity. All the prisoners of war in
Tinglev were all professional soldiers who had or were serving at least@year contact withnineyears
in the reserve. Harrison/Holdsworth was buried 3May. Death certificates exist feixof the nine. Their
deaths were not written into the Tinglev church regist&rsimple cross was placed over each of the graves,
with name and date and for some their regiment. Damshded Tinglev citizens showed their sympathy
by, underthe cover of darknss, letting their children plant red and white carnations on the prisoner of war
graves.

A lazaret was establighl at the camp. With space for up ghtypatients out of thetwo thousand

prisonersA y G KS OF YL 6KS@ ¢ SNB 1 8duithedtiiréatminordalimeniskad® O 2 dz
FOO2NRAY3A (2 aSNBRAGK gK2 (K2dzZa3K4G GKS K2aLAdLFt ol
GSNBE 6Stftéd hyS 2F tlAyldAayaQa O2YNIRSa KFER (G2 32
was, ler his friend his greatcodt 2 NJ 0 KS GNA LI ¢KS FNARASYR NBGdzNYSR iz
As Painting said the weather was getting better at last so he could manage without it. Thalsamp

provided a canteeyrwhere they could buy sugar, satoffee and writing paper at high pricemnd tobacco,

GKAOK AY tIAyGAy3IQa 2LIAYA2Y ¢l a4 GOKSIFL) odzii ylradece
beginning. The kindeputycommandantchanged money orders to the correct exchange rate.

Soonafter their arrival at Bajstrup it was expected that the prisoners of wamnld work Most of the work

was clearing landnd irrigaton work onthe bog close to Tinglev. Work was done from 6.30 until 11.30,
then a lunch break for soupndback to work froomo ®mp dzy GAf mMT dond ¢KS& RARY!
afternoon and Sundays. Wages were 20 to 30 pfennig a week, 50 for a corporal. Clogs and thin black work
clothes were supplied. Shirts and socks were availabl¢heuprisonernad to provehewas in need an

there were never enough. Mereditiecords thathe wore the same shirt faevenmonths The British

were indeed accused of selling their clothes! Theye asked to do factory work but none volunteered.

I OO2 NRA Y 3 dothe meb dishppdaied fordddays, and it was reported they had been taken to

YFE1S YdzyAdA2y&a IyR KFR NBEFdzASR®E
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At the Germanschool in Tinglev they followetie war newsn detail understandably soThe children

wrote essays about the glorious German victories in batiéaningthe generals anthow many prisoners of
war had been taken at each. It was exciting to have a prisoner of war camp nearby and the children knew
who they were.Theyfound chatting to the British and French prisoners of war interesting and in fact
managng it better than the adults. Theknew that the British and French were well educatis much so

in fact. For the Russians were the best of them all, they knew how to wbkk'Commandant of the

prisoner of war camp was known to the children as the haugffiger who stayed at the hotel in Tinglev.

On arrivatthe camprules had been read aloud in English for the prisoners. Books, newspapers and knives

were forbidden. It was forbidden to smoke in the huts and punishment for doing this was 3 dagysliion

bread and water. Soldiers smokedbg it was part of the culture, so it was particularly frustrating that the
Commandansometimes stopped smoking outdoors. They had to stay in the barracks in the evening and

the lamps were turned dfat p 2 Q OHe@isbhemdswerey Qi | f f 26 SR (12 OGAaAlG (GKS
punishmentbeingput in a cell. Punishments were however dependant on the mood of the responsible

guard on duty. The cells were quite cold and dark, there were no blankets and with only a butketeaie

post. Meredith not too worried about rules, was given three days in a cell on bread and water for lighting a
match indoorsSydneyaggers (G KS v dzSSy Qa o w2 & wréte in i diary of amSdd®ad NB 3 A
corporalwho forced one group of Bn out on fatigues (menial duties done as punishment) without boots

on. The ground around the huts was still a quagmire and the men were walking around barefooted. No
wonder, he thought, that the chaps looked haggard.

Although several of the German offiseand guardwere friendly others were not. They simply preferred
the French and Russian prisoners of war. Corporal punishment and violent behavior against the British was
experienced. Jaggers was hit under the ear with a rifle for nothing aflefedith, when out walking one
RFe ¢gA0GK | aidAa0l oFa 0SO12ySR o0& | DSN¥YIY b/ ho 1S
KAYaStT GAGK a1 NIylé I yRftatheoher ang of the camplanditiéddimbo/ah  { 2
L12f S® a S NFBhR anly Krisahér who exiperiénced this punishment which for some was so bad they
YySSR (G2 NBOdzLISNI 4SS Ay GKS tFTIFNBdGd ' . NARGAAK LINA
5SYYIFN)] 2F KA& GAYS |G . I 23&d NHatdeverity{ THé pridfonestodddry & S &
two bricks up against a pole. His hands were fast behind the pole, the bricks were then kicked away so
the man had to stand on his toes to ease the pull of the rope round his wrists. The weather played no role,
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described the camp as poorly set out and with awful food and assumed that she already was aware of such
conditions.

Sydney Jaggers and William Meredith

Fromthe middle of April with better weather and the camp more or less fully up and running everything

felt a bit better. Things were slowly improving. Ovens had been installed in the huts, but there was no coal.
The prisoners were still sleeping on straw b tloor and did so until May. Then all their clothes were

fumigated, the prisoners had a bath and bunk beds with mattresses were taken into use. There were 2

pumps for cold water and the only hot water was used for ®athing, toilet and clothes washiffigcilities

were still inadequate. The men were allowed to write 4 postcards and 2 letters a month and, in theory,

receive all censored post sent to them. Theost wasall routedviathe stamlager Gustrow and parcels

started to arrive from home with fod and clothes. Letters and parcels were opened with a German guard
present, so nothing forbidden could be smuggled into the camp. However it appears that some of the

LINAR &2y SNRQ fSG0GSNRAR Yl v, with8dcrigtiéns d thdibadic&niiBscrmegdirigS OSy
for food, reacling their families. The Germans threated a loss of privileges should it continue. Complaints

over the treatment of the prisoners of war at Bajstrup/Tinglev camp reached the authorities in England.

Mrs. Hurt contacted KRRCY 2 A Y OKSAaGSNJ 62dzi / KFENI SaQ RSIFGIK IyR
pointad F2NBAIYSNE GAaAlGSR GKS OF YL 6dzi GKS LINAR&2Y SNA
over whether he was a representatieéthe Red Cross, possibly a Sweddérom Switzerland, perhaps an

American the USA, still neutral, wagprotecting power) or even a spy! Whoever it was conditions

improved in many ways afterwards.

A listdated3 June 1915 with the names tdur hundred and thredritish prisoners of war o were
interned at Tinglewstill exists One hundred and fifty threserved withthe 1 bn KRRGseventy threewith 1
10



bn the Queenssixtyfive with the Loyal North Lancswenty onewith Royal Scots Fusiliethjrty one with

Coldstream Guards and frotwenty oneother regiments between 1 to 7 men. First on the list was the

most senior Briton Colougergeant A.J. Clay,kh South StaffordhireRegiment. The last name on the list

was H.T. Fowler,BnwA ¥ S . NAII RS® | I NNE CaAdhavdeideiiodh &SI NAR Ay
December 1914, but that was not to be. Hgoined his regiment at the outbreak of war and after a
Y2YGKQ& GNIAYyAy3 KA onld SeppténbérATBeydn RiflalBtladeSdughhay’ CNI y O S
Armentieres during the last week @fdober. Harry was taken prisoner, officially registered as sarch

November 1914international Red Cross documerstisow him to have been a prisonat Glistrow. Tinglev

was a satellite camp to Gistrow, and here he wessole man from his regimenkdrs. TomMorris set up

tKS wATES . NRA Il RSQA&in MiNk 5925/ Sudhiregiental lprisdnér Sidl dchefedeyieRe

being established widely but were still in theirlyphase. Mrs. Morris knew only ko hundred and

thirteen Rifle Brigade prisone& ¥ ¢ NJ Ay 5206 SNRGT FyR | FSg dzyyl YSR
next of kin was his mother Frances Fowler who lived at Maidstone. One would hope she knew where he

was and had sent him parcels with food and clothes. Harry had, before the warebg#oyed as a butler,

and one gets the feeling fromphoto taken later as a prisoner on a farm thatpreferred to bewell-

groomed. His first weeks as a prisoner of war must in all respects have been unbearable for him.

Harry Fowler Frances Fowler

Sir Edward Grey from the Foreign Office wrinte letter12 May 1915wanting it to be pointed outo the
American ambassadan Berlin,that there were problems with the food at Bajstrup and a cougflether

camps in the regiomt dl three campshe food was bad and insufficient. About Bajstrup was said that
LINAA2yYSNE aFNB LINAYyOALI tfte FSR 2y 0SSGNR20G FyR {2
German authorities pay 1.20per man, but thefeeding of the prisoners is undertaken by restaurant

1 S S LI$heRmbassador, Mr. James W. Gerard, felt that owing to their inaccessibility it would be
practically impossible to visit and inspect, such a trip to the three camps concerned would neeessitat
absence from Berlin of three to four days. The embassy corresponded with the Commandant at Gistrow
insteadand wastinformed that the rations were increased on"1Mlay andthe contactors are to be
superseded as soon as possible, and the administradf kitchens etc, taken over by German officers
especially detailed for the service. A special course of instruction has been arranged for such officers, and
may already been sent to take charge of the mess arrangements in camp where the prisoners have
2NYSNIe& 0SSy FSR dzy RSN O2y (i NI Ol o¢

Help came to the prisoners of war at Bajstrup from another source too. If | sagtBovbbey then it is
obviously not true for that is fiction. However Lady Winifred Anne Henrietta Gardner, Baroness Burghclere
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was the daghter of the 4" Earl of Carnarvon, and had grown up at Highclere which is the country estate at
which Downton Abbey is filmed. Lady Burghclere established her Prisoner of War Fund in May 1915, and
the help her organization sent to Bajstrup must have beaae firstthey distributed. On 10 June she was
FNNFy3IAYy3a (2 aSyR Mpn ¢2NIK 2F F22R gKAOK akKz2dzZ R
through the American Express Company and veeldressed to the senior necommissioned officer, who
wasQolour Sergeant A.J. Clay. The list of names could have been made in connection with this food aid.
Lady Burghclere wited until it was confirmed that this consignment of fobddreached its destination
beforesendngfood parcels to other workamps. In detter Lady Burghclere received thankiner for

parcels received in June 1915, most probably from Cdergeant Clay at Bajstryptsaysa L a Kl £t £ | f ¢
keep your first postcard saying you was sending the men parcels and was going to take care dfvlasm

a pleasure to see their faces when I told them. But when the parcels did arrive | cannot express their
feelings. Some of them had not received anything from home, so we all had a good feed, and left all care
0SKAYR®E

Highclere was used in paats a hospital for officers, as happhin the TV series Downton Abbey. One can
easily imagine Lady Winifredsiting Highclere eating dinner with her family discussing the conditions

prisoners of war were living under. Her brother served in the armys;, $ister in law was very active in the

hospital and her stepmother Countess Carnarvon and her sister Lady Victoria were both heavily involved in
prisonerofwarK St LJ®d . 20K [ R& . dzZNHKOf SNB8Qa CdzyR FyR [ R@&
during the war and continued aftethe Armisticewhen the aid went to former prisoners of war who found

it difficult returning to normal lifeat home

Saturday afternoons and Sunday wéree timefor the prisoners of war, and they used it to some extent to
socialze with the French and Russignam whom they otherwisavere separated Football and tennis

were allowed and other gamesich as rounders and leap frpgovidedexerciseand kept spirits up

According to Paintingome of the men, himself included, walkemind and round the outskirts of the

camp in order to train leg muscles and feet for the eventuality of escape. Indoor activities included cards

and board games such as draughts. Items of equipment were sent to them in their parcels. Boxing matches
were popular among the soldiers and Painting, alwenylved in what was going ¢foughtagainst fellow

rifleman Walker® 2 KSGKSNJ Al 6l a SYydSNIFAYyAy3d ®meN 6KS OKIF LI
welterweight champion of the Wellington Lions before the ywarocked Painting out without muaéffort.
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On the other hand no church services were held other than the funataifich they themselves had
officiated. Catholic services for the French were however held on a weekly basis.

As soon as th¥ S yasicneedswere attended to thedesire to entertain and be entertained surfacétbr

the British it was typically done by putting on plays and vaudevilles or by concerts. Painting was once again
very active and he has described how they managed it. Even thouaits veere forbidden one of the
LINAa2yYSNE KFER NBOSAOSR Ga¢KS 2AfR YR 222f@& 2Saito
were good enough to allow them to perform. One of the huts stood empty after a group of Russians had

been moved andt wasturned into amakeshift theatre The story took place iGanada in the time dhe

pioneerss YR WSR LYRAlIyad ¢KS &MARZ2 OKS NI OHiBWHEA $YSH yAT T K
f STO 0SKAVYFREIK SINEKSE  AINGSH SF lupyrdt Red Indiahsg Raifitig playeyl tRe familya N2
lawyer Rob M. BlindDbviously a comedyt entertainedthe menas they rehearsed as weluring the

performance Expectations were high; they had sacrificed some of their precioesiadfit to colour the

Indians andhe seatingwasarranged in tiers so all could get a good view. The Germans eager to see the
performance sat in the best seats on the platfoidalf way through the show the scaffoldiagpporting

the seating collapsed and the Germans fell hidglpiggledy down with the resthat was the end of that
performance bugentertaining in its own way tdhe Britishaudience.

{SNBSIYy(l ¢K2YlFa | SyNE tFAYGAYy3IZ YAy3IQa
13



